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EDITORIAL 

A hundred years is an infinites imal 
fractio n in terms of earth histo ry 
but to ma n who rarely reaches that 
age it is a very long period indeed. 
In fact a century is a long period in 
human history and the rapidity with 
which changes occur make the sur
vival of human institutions a matter 
of satis faction. 

In this issue of Hornbill which is a 
combined volume of the issues for 
July -September and October
December 1983, we survey the 
history of the Bombay Natural 
His tory Society over the hundred 
years of its existence from the age of 
the bullock cart to the space age, 
and curiously enough, India 
perhaps is the only country where 
they co-exist. 

It is often said that the Society is 
the product of amateur endeavour. 
This is not strictly true . It is a com
bination of both. Amateurs organis
ed it and professioqals gave it 
substance. At this moment we salute 
the devoted service of a-mateurs like 
Phipson, EHA, Millard, Spence, 
Abdulali, Futehally and the equally 
devoted services of Kinnear, Prater 
and McCann, professionals who 
were, in their time, the backbone of 
the Society. There IS only one 
anomaly, Salim Ali. He is equally in 
both the camps . 
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BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
1883 - 1983 

T HE HISTORY OF A CENTURY OF NATURAL HISTORY 

THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS, 1883-1933 

Origin 

In 1883 eight residents of Bombay 
decided that "it would be an ex
cellent idea to form a Society for the 
study of Natural History. The 
founders met on the 15lh of 
September 1883, in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, Bombay and con
stituled lhemselves the Bombay 
Natural History Society. They pro
posed to meet monthly and ex
change notes, exhibit interesting 
specimens and otherwise encourage 
one another. 

"For several months meetings 
were held in the Victoria and Albert 
Museu~, but in January 1884, Mr 
H . Phipson kindly offered the use 
of a room in his office at 18 Forbes 
Street, Fort, Bombay. This removal 
to a , cenlral situation gave an 
astonishing impulse to the Society. 
The meetings were beller allended , 
the membership increased and col
lections began to be made, so lhat in 
a very short time the necessity for 
more ample accommodation was 
pressingly felt". 

The ViclQ,;o and Alber' Museun at Bombay, where Ihe Society held its first meetings in 
1883 

Photo: S. R. Nayak 
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Phipson again came to the rescue 
of the Society and both Phipson's 
office and the Society moved to 
larger and more suitable accom
modation at 6, Apollo Street 

(presently Shahid Bhagat Singh 
Road). This association was to last 
for the next 74 years to the 
everlasting benefit of the Bombay 
Natural Jiistory Society. 

111r. 111. a tl10n alb • 
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The lounders of ,IIe Society 
Del. 8 . R. Amonkar 

It was Dr Maconochie who suggested early in 1883 that it would be an excellent thing to 
form a Society for the study 'of Natural History. 



EHA The Na/uralist on the Prowl . 
. 

A drawing copied from the book, a title which aplly describes EHA 
Del. Bharat Bhushan 

Edward Hamilton Aitken (EHAJ was the first Honorary Secretary & co· 
editor of the earliest issues of the Society's Journal. Aitken, who used the 
pen name of EHA had a special genius for seizing the striking and 
characteristic points in the appearance and behaviour of individual 
species, and a happy knack of translating them into print so as to render 
his description unmistakable . 
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ERA wrote a delightful series of books Oil Illdiall Natural History such os TRIBES ON MY 
FRONTIER, A NATURILIST ON THE PROWL, BEHIND THE BUNGALOW, 
iIIus frQted with rather quaint drawillgs, A vigllelle of his writin~ /OIlOIVS, 
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A lizard's tail is a contrivance for the saving of its life, planned on exact
ly the same principle as the faithful Russian slave who threw himself to 
the wolves that were pursuing his master's sledge. I once saw a fierce 
scorpion catch a lizard by the tail and plunge its sting into the wriggling 
member; but before the venom could circulate to the lizard 's body, it 
detached its tail and ran away grinning. This was one of those little house 
lizards, called geckos. (From "A Naturalist on the Prowl") 



HERBERT MVSGRA VE PHIPSON 

The Bombay Natural His/ory Society. to whose growth and 
developemenl Phipso/l so greatly cOlllributed. remaills Q memorial 
to his life and work in Indio . Dllring 'he early years 0/ the Society. 
Phipson as Honorary Secretary and Editor was the presiding genills 
of the Society. which had come to be known as 'Phipson '5 Mllseunl', 
He welcomed uisitors great and small and laking ,hem fOlmd the 
collections wollid Ireal ,hem 10 a wealth 0/ interesting facts and 
anecdotes drawn from his wide fu nd of knowledge and experience. 

Phipson's name as a naturalis t is filtingly commemorated by 
7.o%gists describing several new discoveries o/Ier him. for exwnple 
the whip scorpion Phrynicus phipsoni. 
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Phipson's interest in natural 
history and his zeal for the Society 
were contagious. He interested his 
numerous friends in the Society's 
work and imparted his devotion to 
the young men who came out to In
dia to assist him in his business . 
Thus commenced, and thus continu
ed, the long association of the Socie
ty with the Company which bears. 
Phipson's name. His successors in 
business took over his post of 

Honorary Secretary and Editor of 
the Journal and have each in their 
time made their contribution 10 the 
Society's progress. 

On Phipson 's retirement from In
dia in 1906, Millard t00k his plac.e in 
the Society and as editor of the 
Journal which, under Phipson' s 
editorship, had become the most im
portant scientific publication east of 
Suez. 

W. S. MLLARD 
Honorary Secretary, 1906-1920 
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Though Millard took interest in 
natural history generally, his par
ticular hobby was gardening, 
especially the cullivation of nower
ing trees and shrubs. The grounds of 
the bungalow where he lived on 
Malabar Hill, Bombay, were soon 
developed into a beautiful garden 
with a great variety of trees and 
shr.ubs and a large fernery full of 
foliage plants, orchids and other 
tropical flowers. It was the most im
portant private garden at the time, 
and guests staying at Government 
House were frequently sent to in
spect its treasures'. He-took a deep 
and active interest in beautifying the 
city by introducing attractive 
flowering trees in different 
localities. Among the ·more outstan
ding· of his introductions are the 
Burmese Cassia, Cassia renigera 

• 

and the Padauk Pterocarpus indicus 
with fragrant yellow flowers which, 
inspite of its name, is also a native 
of Burma. Such was his continuing 
interest in trees he had introduced 
that years after he had left India for 
good in 1920, he wrote to the Socie
ty enquiring how a particular tree he 
had introduced was thriving! 
Millard was instrumental in laun
ching the much needed Mammal 
Survey of lndill, Burma and Ceylon, 
1911-14, whel' it had to be ter
minated on t~e outbreak of World 
War 1. I 

It was the routine in the Society 
during Millard's secretaryship that 
every afternoon at 2.30, after the 
lunch hour, the accountant Baburao 
(?) would bring up his Day Book, 
ledger and vouchers to be checkl!d. 
Baburao, loaded with the books, 

A Burmese Cassia, introduced into. Bombay by Millard, in flower 
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would first timidly push the spring 
door ajar and peep in. Then, on a 
nod from Millard he would nervous
ly tiptoe in . As soon as he got to his 
desk, Millard would look up and 
over his reading glasses straight into 
the man's eyes and with mock 

solemnity declaim " Baburao I 
suspect you! Whenever you are 
making an entry in your cash book 
say to yourself 'Mr. Millard 
suspects me!' That will keep you out 
of temptation." 

The Old Museum at 6, Apollo Streel 

Natural History has always been a 
collector's hobby, whether of but
terflies, shells or the trophies of the 
hunt. It is also the field in which the 
amateur has contributed most to 
science and the Society's members' 
are the best examples. 

The increasing membership of the 
Society and the extension of its ac
tivities led to the rapid growth of its 
collections. Except for Surveys car
ried out in later years by profes
sional collectors, employed by the 
Society, which brought very large 
accessions to the mammal and bird 
collections, the Society's Museum 
has been built up entirely by the 
vo luntar y co ntribution s of 
members, resident in all parts of the 
Indian Region. 

The collections are confined to 
the Oriental region; mainly to India, 
Burma and Ceylon and at the pre
sent time constitute, particularly as 
regards Mammals and Birds, one of 
the most important collections il
lustrative of the Fauna of this area . 

As its members included many 
hunters of big game, the Society 
gradually acquired a fine collection 
of horns and heads: 
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The Society's Bird Collection, 
which now numbers several thou
sand specimens, has been built up 
almost enti.rely by the contributions 
of its members, many of whose 
names are now permanently 
associated with Indian Ornithology. 
Those who helped to form this 
magnificent collection in the early 
days were E. H. Aitken, Col. 
Swinhoe (Sind), H. S. Ferguson 
(Travan core), Curator of the 
Trivandrum Museum, whose work 
helped considerably the building up 
of what is known of the Zoology of 
the state, J. Davidson, who col
lected in Kanara, and Mr . Stuart 

. Baker, the foremost Indian Or
nithologist of his day, whose long 
and valued connection with the 
Society represents 42 years of 
devoted labour for the progress of 
Indian Ornithology. 

The fine colle€tion of Bird eggs 
now in the Society's possession was 
formed largely by contributions 
made by Mr. S~uart Baker. Others 
who helped were Prof. Liuledale, J. 
Davidson, Lt. H . Barnes, Mr. W. 
M. Gibbs, Sir Plenry Macnaghten, 
Sir P. Z. Cox, Mr. F. A. Grant and 
Mr. F. Ludlow. 



The Society's collection of Reptiles, 
was for"1ed in the early days by the 
late Rev. Fr. Dreckman and Mr. 
Phipson. But the bulk of the collec
tion is the work of Col. F. Wall, 
than whom no man has made a 
greater contribution to the existing 
knowledge of Indian Snakes. 

As is the case with most amateur 
Societies, the collections are 
strongest in those fields of Natural 
History which make the widest ap
peal to amateur collectors. The in
vertebrates are confined mainly to 
Insects ' and Molluscs . The splendid 
co llection of Butterflies now 
possessed by the Society was formed 
by collectors in all parts of the In
dian Region . 

Among those who helped to form 
the collection of Molluscs were Mr. 
). A . Abercrombie author of 
various papers on the Marine 
Molluscs of the Bombay Coast, Mr. 
E. H. Aitken, Mr. W. Sinclair and 
Mr. T. R. Bell. 

Living animals also found a place 
in the old rooms. Most famous of 
these was a great Indian Hornbill 
named 'William' which, taken as a 
nestling in 1894 lived in the Society's 
room till May 1920. 

Lire Snakes-as was but 
natural-were well in evidence. In 
one cage was a 15 feet Malay 
Python, and in another a 12 feet In
dian Python. The latter previously 
had a companion, a little longer 

Poisonous snakes were always a source of mingled interest and alarm, particularly a King 

Cobra 
Pho/a: G. C. Palel 
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than himself, but after a struggle as 
to who was to swallow a black par
tridge-the winner swallowed not 
only the partridge but the other 
snake plus a red blanket! and :;0 
there was one! The Malay Python 
would not feed naturally and at 
times had to be pulled out of the 
cage and held by four men whilst 
Mr. Phipson rammed bullocks' 
tongues down its throat. 

The poisonous snakes were 
always a source of mingled interest 
and alarm particularly a King 
Cobra. 

The story of how the Society ob
tained the King Cobra may be of in
terest as it was one of the last con
tributions received from E. H. 
Aitken. 

EHA had written from Kanara to 
say that one evening one of his 
subordinates in the Salt Department 
came to his bungalow with a snake 
trailing over his shoulder and told 
EHA 'I saw two big snakes fighting 
in the jungle-I smashed at them 
with a stick-one got away, but I 
killed this one and have brought it 
to you-What is it?' 'It is a King 
Cobra, and you have not killed it,' 
replied EHA. The much belaboured 
snake was put in a crate and sent by 
sea to the Society. 'It may not sur
vive the journey' wrote EHA. 'If it 
does not you will know it by the 
smell. If there be no smell be 
careful'. There was no smell-and 
they were careful and the King 
Cobra lived at the Society for two 
years serving the cause of science by 
permitting-with a good deal of 
suasion-the snake men from the 

• 
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Parel Laboratory to remove his 
poison about once a month. 

An idea of the old museum at 6, 
• 

Apollo Street, as it appeared in the 
early days, will be obtained from the 
photographs published. They show 
the beginnings of the museum and 
i~s growth and development up to 
the period when the bulk of the col
lections were transferred to the 
Prince of Wales' Museum, Bombay. 
There was about the old rooms 
nothing of that frigidity and gloom 
which one somehow associates with 
museums. A spirit of friendliness 
prevailed; and a welcome there was 
for all who came in to look over the 
collections. The old 'Visitors' Book' 
contained many distinguished 
names. Among them the King of 
Roumania, who became a Life 
Member of the Society, the King of 
Siam, the Crown Prince of Belgium, 
the late Franz Ferdinand, Archduke 
of Austria, a Life Member, whose 
tragic death at Serajevo signalled 
the outbreak of the 1st World War. 
Statesmen were represented by the 
late Mons ' Clemenceau of France, 
and the late Sir Samuel Montagu 
who came in with the then Viceroy, 
Lord Chelmsford, and, to the hor
ror of the staff, chose New Year's 
day for his visit. 

Among men of leiters there were 
Rudyard Kipling, and Mark Twain 
who during one of his 'tramps 
abroad' strolled across from his 
rooms at Watson's Hotel and on 
leaving emblazoned the name 
'Clements' across the page of the 
visitors' book with the wrong end of 
the pen . I 
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Two views 0/ the Society's Museum 01 6, ApoJlo Street in 1868 
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Two views of fhe Sociely's Museum Of 6, Apollo Street in 192J, prior 10 transfer /0 the 

Prince 0/ Wales Museum 
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The Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay 

Mr Phipson's desire that Bombay 
should have a proper Natural 
History Museum was fulfilled when 
he was appointed by the Govt. to 
the Committee set up in 1904 to con
sider the question of a public 
Museum and Library for Bombay. 
At the third meeting of the Museum 
Committee, Mr. Phipson proposed 
that the public Museum should take 
the form of three separate buildings, 
one for Art and Archaeology, the 
second for a public Library, and the 
thi rd for a Natural Science 
Museum. The three buildings in 

---/ 

question to be grouped on the Cres
cent site (the present location of the 
Museum) for architectural effect, 
but otherwise to be kept distinct. 
Mr. Phipson's proposals were ap
proved by the Museum Committee 
which submitted its report to 
Government in May 1904. In the 
followi'lg year, at a public meeting 
of the citizens of Bombay held on 
the 15th August 1905, it was resolv
ed that the permanent memorial to 
commemorate the visit of Their 
Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Pri,:!cess of Wales to this City and 

, 
• -.~ 
• 

• 

The Prince of Wales Museum in 1921 
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Presidency should take the form of 
a public Museum and Library. 

The actual transfer of collections 
happened only in 1921 and a 
modern Museum was built by the 
Society largely with financial 
assistance from its benefactors. The 
foundation stone of the new wing of 
the Museum presently housing the 

Natural History section was laid in 
1933 as part of the Golden Jubilee 
programme. , 

The Museum exhibits are a tribute 
to the talen~ of the Society's two of
ficers of that period, S. H. Prater, 
the Curator, and C. McCann the 
Ass!. Curator. 

An aerial view 0/ the Pr;ncr of Wales Museum - the plinth o/the new No/ufal History 

Section can be seen on the right 
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The Mll.O)mal Survey of India, Burma and Ceylon 1911-1923 

.In the year 1911, the Committee of 
the Society decided to undertake a 
systematic survey of the Mammals 
of India, Burma and Ceylon. 

The purpose of the Survey was 10 

secure a systematic series of careful
ly preserved skins and skulls of the 
Mammals of the Indian Region and 
Ceylon, collected in different pro
vinces, in order to provide the 
material necessary for a comprehen
sive study of the status, variation 
and distribution of species. Such 
material was non-existent. The col
lection of Indian Mammals in the 
British Museum and in the museums 
in India was remarkably inade
Quate. 

The Society's Mammal collection 
had been built up by its members. 
Notable contributions were made by 
Col. Ward, Major Magrath, Major 
Hutton, Major Dunn and Capt. 
Whitehead . But it was realised that 
a task of the magnitude of the pro
posed Survey could not be left 10 the 
efforts of private colleclOrs. It was 
work which could only be effective
ly carried out by trained collectors 
expressly employed for the purpose 
and at no small expense. The Socie
ty therefore issu~d an appeal for 
funds for carrying 'out the survey. 
The response from its members was 
immediate . On the 30th of April 
1915, the IOta I amount received in 
donations was Rs. 85,762-10-7, 
whi le the total expenditure 
amounied to Rs.77,320-14-4leaving 
a balance of Rs. 8, 441-12-3 

Between 1915-1919 Rs. 15,000 
were received in donations from 
members, while a grant of Rs. 
50,000 from the Government of In
dia enabled the Society to engage 
new collectors to carryon and com
plete the survey which was brought 
to a close in 1923. • 

The value of the collection ob-
tained liy the Survey lay firstly in 
that for the first time series of 
carefully prepared specimens of In
dian Mammals, obtained in dif
ferent areas of their habitat were 
available and thereby furnished data 
for the investigation of problems 
relative to their variation and 
distribution. 

Secondly, in deciding the areas in 
which our collectors worked, a 
special effort was made to cover the 
districts in which the earlier 
naturalists collected. 

No advance in systematic Mam
malogy was possible without the re
examination of material illustrative 
of the species named by the earlier 
writers. The type specimens on 
which the written descriptions of 
these species were based, were (n 
many instances no longer available. 
The Survey provided a series, of 
topotypes obtained in the localities 
from which the 'types' originated. 

The collection localities covered 
an extraordinary vari,ety ' of 
geographical regions .and habitats : , 
Western Himalayas (Srinagar, 
Kangra & Chamba, Murree Hills); 

17 
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Above. Charles McCann Dt the Kukal Foresl Bungalow, Pain; Hills, Tamil Nadu, in 1921. 

Below. Charles McCann in thefleld al Xukal, Pain; Hills, 1921 on Mammal Survey 

The Society's staff camped again at the same bungaJow in 1981, but this time for ringing 

birds 
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Central Himalayas . (Nepal & Ku
maon); Eastern Himalayas (Sikkim 
and Darjeeling Dt, Bengal Terai, 
Bhutan Duars); Assam (Naga Hills, 
Mishmi Hills); Burma (North and 
South); Baluchistan and Sind; 
Gangetic Plqin (Rawalpindi & 
Campellpore, Hissar, Salt Range, 
Mt Abu, Gwalior, Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa); Peninsular India (Cut
ch, Kathiawar, Palanpur, East 
Khandesh, Poona Dt., Koyna 
Valley, Dharwar, Kanara, Berars, 
Nimar I Vijaynagar II Mysore, 
Coorg, Nilgiris , Highwavy Mts., 
Palnis & TravancOre, Ceylon. 

The collection from Sikkim show
ed that a sharp line of demarcation 
existed at about 28° N. between the 
two distinct faunas, i.e. the 
Palaearctic in the North and the 
Oriental in the South. This was in
dicated by the juxtaposition of such 
Palaearctic genera as Voles, 
Mousehares, Water Shrews, Mar
mots and Musk Deer with such 
characteristically Oriental forms as 
Flying Foxes, Tree Shrews, Civets, 
Mongoose, Bamboo Rats and Bark
ing Deer. Further the collection in
dicated that the area is a meeting 
point of the Indian and Malayan 
faunas of the Oriental Region as 
was instanced by the numerous 
kinds of Squirrels represented in the 
collection which did not occur in the 
Indian Peninsula but were widely 
distributed through Burml!, 
Western China and Siam. The intru
sion of these Malayan .forms along 
the Himalayan chain weakened as 
one travelled west. On the other 
hand the collections from Kumaon 
contained examples of such species 

20 . . 

as the Mole rat (Nesokia) which ex
tends westward through Persia to 
Palestine, Egypt, but does not ex
tend eastward beyond Nepal. Equal
ly interesting was the discovery in 
Baluchistan · of the Vesper Mouse 
(Calomyscus 'hotsom- and C. 
baluchl), a genus intimately related to 
the New World genus Peromyscus, 

The Survey material again fur
nished frequent data relative to the 
'distribution of individual genera 
and species. The magnificent collec
tion of squirrels numbering ,400 
specimens obtained on both banks 
of the Chindwin River provided 
striking evidence that this river 
forms a barrier to the westward ex
tension of tlie different species of 
squirrels. The species inhabiting the 
west and those found eastward were 
found to be generally referable to 
two different groups thus indicating 
that the separation had been of long 
enough standing, long enough for 
the groups on each bank to have 
respectively evolved a rich series of 
subspecies found in succession from 
North to South. 

The enormous collection obtained 
by the Survey numbering over 
50,000 specimens were worked out 
in detail' at the British Museum by 
various authorities. The Taxonomic 
results of the Society's Mammal 
Survey appeared in 47 papers entitl
ed the 'Scientific Results of the 
Mammal Survey'. The substantial 
results so recorded form together a 
tremendous contribution to the Pro
gress of Indian s.ystematic Mam
malogy. 

No account of the survey would 
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On the eQSl bank 0/ the Chindwin river. the races ojrhe squirrel oj the Calloscuirus sladeni 
group show the rapidity of subspecies formation 

be complete without acknowledging 
the efforts of W _ S. Millard, and Sir 
Reginald Spence, Honorary ' 
Secretaries, during the Survey 
period, and N. B. Kinnear, the 
Curator. They efficiently controlled 
and brought to completion a task 
which must remain perhaps one of 
finest contributions made by an 
amateur Society to the cause of 
Scientific Progress. 

The Survey of Iraq 
. 

Unlike the Mammal Survey, which 
was organised in every detail and 
carried out by trained collectors 
specially engaged by the Society, the 
Survey of Iraq was the spontaneous 
work of members of the Society 
who made large collections in 
Mesopotamia during the Great 
War. 

Numerous specimens of all kinds 
were sent to the Society by members 
and others serving in the Expedi
tionary Force in Mesopotamia, bet
ween the years 1915-1919. They 
were collected under the discom
forts and privations of war, and the 
history of the gradual growth of 
these collections is deserving of a 
special place in the annals of the 
Society. Many of the specimens 
were collected close to the enemy's 
lines, and some were prepared by 
enthusiastic collectors within range 
of the enemy's guns. 

It is recorded how Col. Magrath 
caught and skinned a Lesser Shrew 
in the trenches before Kut, not 
withstanding the mes and the 
Turkish Shells; how Capt. Pitman 
trained his Regimental Scouts to 

2 1 
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look . out for specimens as well as 
for the enemy and how Col. WaIl, 
l.M.S. , covered the palm trees of 
Basra with posters advertising a 
reward for snakes brought in or sent 
to him. 

The Vernay Scientific Survey of the 
Eastern Ghats 

The hope of an Ornithological 
Survey of South-Eastern India had 
for a long time been in many minds. 
The necessity for such a Survey was 
apparent to all systemalic workers 
who were continually hampered in 
all directions by the absence of 
specimens and field notes from 
practically the . whole of the 
"Madras Presidency", with the ex
ception of the Nilgiri area from 
which fairly representalive collec
tions had been obtained. 

ThaI the Society was able to carry 
out this very necessary Survey of 
Southern and Eastern India is due 
entirely to the generosity of Mr A. 
S. 'Vernay who was one of its Vice
Patrons. The nanie of Mr. A. S. 
Vernay was already well known not 

• 

• 

• 
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only in India bot across the seven 
seas as a Patron of Science who 
combined generosity with an ample 
appreciation of the field where such 
generosity could most advan
tageously be applied. 

The Survey covered practically 
the whole area traversed by the 
Eastern Ghats. In all about 1,500 
birds were collected. 

The bird collections obtained by 
the Survey were worked out by Mr. 
H. Whistler and by Mr. N. B. Kin
near of the British Museum. Mr. H. 
Whistler, who up to tl1e time of his 
leaving India was a member of the 
Society's Advisory Committee, had 
an established reputation as one of 
the principal authorities on Indian 
birds. His contributions to Indian 
Ornithology were characterised by 
the careful painstaking study upon 
which his writings were based. 

The results of the ornithological 
work of the Survey were issued in a 
series of papers by Kinnear and 
Whistler in the Society's Journal. 

• 

• 
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Salim Ali (standing, extreme left) guide-lecturing allhe Museum to the students 0/ the Vic-
toria Jubilee School for the Blind - 1927 

Nature Education has always been a primary concern of the Society. An 
attempt was made to organise a Nature Education scheme in the late 
'twenties of th.is Century but financial constraints aborted it. 

• 
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The Golden Jubilee 
1883-1933 

Proceedings of the Fiftieth Anniversory Jubilee Meeting 

A special Meeting to commemorate 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Bombay Natural Hisiory Society 
was held at the Cowasjee Jehongir 
/-Iall on the 10th August 1933 at 9·45 
a. m. Sir Hugh Cocke, the Sheriff of 
Bombay, was in the Chair. His Ex
cellency the Viceroy was unfor
tunately unable to be present, but a 
special message was received from 
His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay, the President of the Socie
ty, congratulating the Society on the 
great work it had accomplished duro 
illg the 50 years of its existence and 
wishing it,all success in the future. 

Mr. P. M. D. Sanderson, 
Honorary Secretary, gave a brief 
History of the Progress and 
Development of the Society. He was 
followed by Mr. S. H. Prater, the 
Society's Curator, the subject of 
whose address was the 'Problem of 
Wild Life Protection in India'. 

The text of Mr. Prater's address 
011 'Wild Life Protection' appeared 
on page I of the Supplement ill Vol. 
XXXVI, No.4, of the Journal. In 
this connection the Society must 
record its appreciation of and 
gratitude to those who have made i( 
possible for it to publish the Supple
ment which deals with the Wild 
Animals of the Indian Empire and 
the Problem of their Protection. 
Mr. F. V. Evans in paying for the 
large number of illustrations, col
.oured and black-and-white, which 
will appear with the series. A special 

donation of Rs. 5,000/ - has been 
received from His Highness the 
Maharaja of Travancore, who has 
recently been elected a Vice Patron 
of the Society, Q donation of Rs. 
500/ - from H . H. the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur, Rs. 250/ - from H. H. 
the Maharaja of Bhavnagar, Rs. 
100/ - from the Raja of Chamba, 
Rs. 100/ - from the Maharaja of 
Rajgarh, Rs. 500/ - from the 
Maharaja of Junagadh, and Rs. 
100/ - from the Maharaja Rana of 
Jhalawar, to cover the cost of prin
ting these articles which the Society 
hopes to make available for 
distribution. -

The creatioll of sane public opi
nion on the question of Wild Life is 
essential to the success of any effort 
directed to this end. A necessary 
preliminary to the creation of such 
opinion is the spread of knowledge 
about our Wild Life, from this 
alone can come that interest which 
will engender a wider recognition of 
the. lIeed for its preservation. 

The thanks of the Society are due 
to all those authors who have con
tributed to the series of articles deal
ing with the subject and have so 
helped in the cause. 

The thanks of the Committee and 
Members of the Society are due to 
Mr. A. S. Verndy. who has given the 
Society a special donation to meet 
the cost of printing this Special 
Number. 

The material for the first fifty years is largely based on the Com
memorative volume referred to in the last paragraph of the 50th an-
niversary proceedings. . E 

DITORS 
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THE SECOND FIITY YEARS, 1933-1983 

Personalia 

S. H. Prater as Curator and Charles 
McCann as Assistant Curator 
dominated the organisation and 
running of the Society in the first 
fifteen years mainly in the design 
and setting up of the natural history 
section of the museum in the newly 
constructed wing of the Prince of 
Wales Museum and in the editing of 
the Society's Journal. 

Prater joined the Society's service 
in 1907, first working under the 
guidance of E. Comber and later as 
assistant to the first stipendiary 
Curator, N. B. Kinnear. After a 
4-years' probationary period 
following the latter 's resignation in 
1919 Prater was confirmed as 
Curator of the Society and of the 
Natural History Section of the 
Prince of Wales Museum which was 
then under its management. To 
qualify him for the stewardship of a 
really first class natural history 
museum, which the Prince of W!lies 
aimed to become, he was deputed by 
the Board of Trustees in 1923 to the 
United Kingdom to learn the art of 
modern taxidermy, and in 1927 he 
was again sent abroad to study the 
techniques of modern natural 
history museum exhibition and 
management in England and 
America. The fruits of all the skill 
and aptitude he thus acquired are ' 
evidenced by the artistically design
ed exhibition galleries and the 
superb dioramas, in the Natural 
History Section, acclaimed to be the 
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finest in the East. He possessed the 
gift of transmitting the knowledge 
and experience gained abroad to his 
co-workers and staff in a way that 
extracted their whole-hearted co
operation and helped to achieve the 
highest results. The Natural History 
Section is a standing monument to 
Prater's genius. He was fortunate in 
having as his lieutenant an excep
tionally competent naturalist and 
skillful craftsman in the person of 
Charles McCann. McCann readily 
lapped up the imported techniques, 
adapted them to local needs and 
conditions, and put them into 
ma~terly execution in the museum's 
galleries. 

. Charles McC!,nn joined the Socie
ty as a collector in the Mammal 
Survey in December 1921 and was 
appointed Asssistant Curator in 
1922 and Joint Curator in January 
1946. He was one of the outstanding 
field naturalists of India . The study 
of.· Nattlre was his absorbing passion 
and his main recreation. His powers 
of observation were uncanny in 
their keenness and incisiveness. 
Nothing escaped his attention as he 
tramped through the jungles of his 

• beloved Westerrr Ghats. 

In the Museum his service'S were 
invaluable, and the galleries of the 
Natural History Section of the 
Prince of Wales Museum and the 
fine range of .groups and well
mounted exhibits owe much to his 
skill and ability. 



Gilbert Nouguiero preporing 0 mould of the Reticulated Python .. 

Chipping the mould off the cost 
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Diorama of Lammerge;er at its nest 

Diorama of Kashmir Stog or Hangul 
Donated by David Eua 
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The post-Independence period 
(1948-1983) 

The growth of the Society, even its 
continued survival is a tribute to the 
sterling work put in by Salim Ali. 
Salim Ali has had a long and active 
association with the Society. He 
served as one of the editors in 
1927-28 and briefly as one of the 
assistant curators and for some time 
as the Nature Education Organiser. 
The period 1933 to 1948 he spent in 
the field on bird surveys which con
t ributed substantially to our 
knowledge of the Indian bird fauna. 
When Prater and McCann left at In
dependence, SaUm Ali took over as 
the General Editor of the Journal 
and Honorary Secretary of the 
Society. The Society's present posi· 
tion as the premier natural history 
organisation of Independent India is 
largely his making. Humayun Ab· 
dulali, who joined Salim Ali in 1950 
fi rst as the Joint Honorary 
Secretary and later as Honorary 
Secretary shouldered the burden of 
administration for the next twelve 
years. ·I.t was during his tenure that 
the agreement with the Museum and 

the State Government was conclud
ed by which the Society severed its 
connections with the Museum and 
the Government of Maharashtra 
agreed to pay for housing tile 
Society's collections other than the 
exhibits at the Museum and the 
establishment to maintain them. 
The association with Phipsons also 
came to an end. However, negotia
tion with the Government of India 
for funds to house the Society were 
successfully concluded. 

Zafa/ Futehally took over as 
Honorary Secretary in 1963 and the 
whole outlook of the Society chang
ed from an introverted to an outgo
ing, conservation-oriented organisa
tion. Member participation increas
ed from a situation where it was 
sometimes difficult to even get a 
quorum for an annual general 
meeting to the situation where 
member participation has become a 
mainstay in the Society's activities. 
It was also the period when large 
scale COllaborative scientific pro
jects were commenced. The trend 
that was then set is being continued. 

Salim Ali ringing nesi/ings 01 Ke%deo Ghona in the early 1 950:~ 

• 



The Ornithological Surveys 

, 
What the Mammal Survey was to 
the first fifty years, ornithological 
surveys were the first and . continu
ing scientific programme of the se
cond fifty years. The surveys were 
singularly effective in the collection 
of exact data as they were conducted 
by a trained ornithologist. Financed 
largely by the Lndian States, they 
permitted Salim Ali to be in the field 
for extended periods of time, 
though he was neither a salaried 
employee of the Society nor of the 
States, both ' benefited from the ex
tensive and thorough st udy of the 
bird fauna done by him . The collec
tions wete studied from the tax
onomic point of view by Hugh 
Whistler at the British Museum and 
the results, namely ecological notes 
by Salim Ali and taxonomic notes 
by Hugh Whistler were published 
serially in the Society's Journal. The 
surveys, though generally covering 
the habits and habitats of the bird 
fauna often examined speci fic 
points of ornithological interest. 
The ornithological surveys com
menced during the last two years of 
the first fifty years and continued 
during the second fifty years and are , 
briefly summarised below: 

The Hyderabad Ornithological 
Survey (/931-1932) 

The survey, in addition to ex
haustively studying the bird fauna 
of the erstwhile State of Hyderabad 
examined the question of Economic 
Ornithology investigating the role of 
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birds as crop destroyers, crop pro
tectors, scavengers and in relation to 
vegetation . Attempts were also 
made to rediscover the elusive Jer
dan's Courser, but without success. 

• 

The Birds 0/ Travoncore and 
Cochin - 1933 

In view of the considerable advances 
that were made in the study of the 
avifauna of the Peninsula, it became 
desirable to undertake a fresh and 
thorough investigation of the ex
traordinarily interesting bird fauna 
of the heavy rainfall forests of these 
two states. Apart from an extensive 
survey of the bird fauna in relation 
to ecological conditions, the discon
tinuous distribution of the Indo
Malayan species was examined in 
detail. 

The Birds 0/ Mysore (1939-1940) 

The avifaunal surveys of adjacent 
areas brought to light among other 
things, some curious divergences 
berween certain forms inhabiting 
the eastern and western sides of the 
Peninsula . Their line of separation 
lay within the slate of Mysore where 
systematic investigation had not 
been done previously. The carefully 
collecled specimens and the study of 
ecological conditions reconciled 
some of these problems. 

Other surveys equally important 
in the understanding of the bird 
fauna of the subcontinent under
taken by Salim Ali were: 
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TislQ River' bed near Chllngthon, N. Sikkim 
Pllolo: Loke Wan Tho 
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SIKKIM BIRD SURVEY 

A rough Irail, N. Sikkim 
Photo: Loke Wan Tho 
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The Inlematiollol StOlion Wagon prollided with a sWIvel seal on the roo/ Jor collections and 
observations donaled by Loke Won Tho /0 Salim Alilor field surveys. The sale proceeds of 
this vehicle formed the seed money oj the Salim AIi·Loke Wan Tho Ornithological 
Research Fund 

Wild Ass. {J spel..'io/ collection by Salim Ali, being weighed against known weight 
'domestics 'ill Kutch in 1943 

Photos: Salim Ali 
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The Birds of Central India (Bhopal, 
Owalior, Indore, Dhar) in 1938 

The Birds of Oujarat, 1944-1948 
The Birds of Orissa, 1948-1949 
The Birds of Berar, 1951 
The Birds of Sikkim, 1952-1953 
The Birds of Bhutan, 1966-1968 
The Birds of Ooa, 1972 
The Birds of Arunachal Pradesh, 

1979-1982 , 
The surveys often undertaken in 

collaboration with other institutions 
and more often than not run on 
shoe string budgets culminated in 
the many volumes on birds by Salim 
Ali and finally the ten volume 

HANDBOOK OF THE BIRDS OF INDIA 

AND PAKISTAN. 

The Birds of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands - 1964, 1966 

The avifauna of the Andaman and 
Nicobar group .of islands had not 
received serious attention for over 
fifty years when these two and 
s ubsequent expeditions were 
mounted and conducted by 
Humayun Abdulali . The survey 
enabled a Ihorough revision of the 
avifauna of the Islands and also 
resulted in several new races being 
described. 

The Study of Bird Migration. 1959-1972 

Bird life in India is of two kinds, 
the residents that live and breed and 
spend their entire life in India, and 
the migrants that spend only the 
winter months in India and the rest 
of the year elsewhere outside the 
country. Every year as the monsoon 
rains come to an end and the 
weather cools down, millions of 
birds come to India from the nor
thern latitudes, as co nditions 
gradually become harsh in the nor
th. From October to March the 
following year, the monsoon' s 
bounty supports an enormous bird 
population. For instance, the four 
resident species of duck, namely the 
spotbill, the nukhta, common teal 
and the whistling teal are sup
plemented by over twenty species of 
winter visitors. The single resident 
species of crane in the plains, the 
Sarus, is supplemented by three 
more s pecies- the Co mmon , 
Demoiselle and the Siberian cranes. 
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As the hot weather advances and 
food becomes scarce the migrants 
leave for the northern latitudes to 
nest and bring up their young as spr
ing brings a resurgence of life. The 
migrants have the best of both 
worlds. 

The migratory movement, when, 
where and how is a question which 
has intrigued scientists. The Society 
pio neered the study of bird migra
tion -in 1927 when attempts were 
made to ring ducks with the 
assistance of the Maharaja of Dhar 
at Dhar Stale. In 1959, the World 
Health Organisation , concerned at 
the sudden appearance .of a tick
borne virus encepha litis in the 
Kayasanur Forest of Karnataka 
State, similar to a disease endemic in 
the Omsk region of the USSR, 
decided to investigate the possibility 
of migrant birds acting as carriers of 
the infected ticks. Salim Ali was in-
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On camel back in t"~ Bom,i. Ram' 0/ Kutch 

Photo: Salim Ali 

BIR D MIGRATION PROJECf 

• 

Loke Won Tho (foreground). D. J. Pondoy (at the back) ringing birds in Ihe Rann 0/ Kulch 

Photo : Salim Ali 
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BIRD MIGRATION PROJECf 

A shrike in a misl nel 

Sali", Ali SCUllS the Rontl 0/ Kutch 
Phofo: Harold T rapido 



vited to examine the problem, and 
with financial assistance of the 
Virus Research Centre at Pune, a 
large scale banding programme was 
launched . In course of time it was 
established that birds were not the 
carriers . The migration studies so 
fortituously launched were carried 
o n with the assistance of the 
Smithsonian Institution and the 
Government of India up to 1972. 

Apart from the use o f mist 
nets for capturing birds for ringing 
and releasing, the Society used in
digenous traditional methods of 
cap,ture as practised by professional 
trappers, which have proved most 
effective. The induction of in
digenous methods is due to the ef
forts of one of the mOSt effe
ctive Research Assista nts, Mr . 
P. V. George, that the programme 
ever employed . George, a very per
s istent and perseve rin g field 
biologist, brought the trappers from 
Bihar into the Programme. George 
was a lso responsible for locating 
enormous roosts of wagtails in 
sugarcane fields which resulted in 
large numbers of this group being 
ri nged. 

The bird fauna, both resident and 
migratory, of a wide variety of biotopes 
in the plains and hills of the subconti
nent were studied, namely: GANGEmC 
Pl.AlN (Ghana Sanctuary, Bharatpur, 
Monghyr, Dl. Bihar); DECCAN 
PLATEAU (Daulatabad, Maharashtra); 
COASrAL fOREST (point Calimere Sanc
tuary, Tamil adu); SEMt-URBAN AND 

AGRtCULTURAL (Edanad, Kerala); 
SEMt·DESERT (Hingolgadh, Gujarat); 
DESERT (Kutch, Gujarat); WEStERN 
HtMALA VAS (Kashmir); WESTERN 
GHATS ~hhableshwar, Kodaikanal); 
EASrERN ,GHATS (Yercaud, Shevroy 
Hills, L.ammasinghi, Vizag hills). 

The recovery data obtained has 
given a very good indication of the 
origin of the migra tory avifau na of 
India, and their movements within 
the country. The movement of resi
dent species hitherto not specifically 
known has been clearly indicated. 
The marginal benefit of the pro
gramme is the number of young a nd 
capable scientists it has been possi
ble to train in field studies and has 
been of immense help in th e 
organisation and management of 
large-scale field projects by the 
Society. 

Major Field Projects 

The Oir Project 

The Gir Forest is of particular 
significance as the only forested 
area of the Saurashtra Peninsula of 
Gujarat, and as the only home of 
the lion in Asia. The Gir Project 
developed as a multi-diciplinary 
scientific study of the Gir Ecosystem 
executed by the Society in collabora
tion with the Smithsonian lnstitu-

tion and Yale University of the 
United States, the Forest Depart
ment, Government of Gujarat and 
the World Wildlife Fund. 

Four aspects were intensively 
studied by graduate students on 
Ph .D. programmes : the ecology of 
the lion by Paul Joslin of the Edin
burgh University; the herbivores 
and the ecosystem by Steven Ber-
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A ,·jew of lite Oir Forest 

Photo: E. P. Gee 
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wick of the Yale University; the 
Grasses of the Gir by Toby Hodd of 
the Edinburgh University; and the 
ecology of the vultures by Robert 
Grubh of the Society and Bombay 
University. The studies identified 
the problems of the Gir, as 
agricultural encroachment of the 
forest land, over-grazing of the 
grasslands by resident and seasonal
ly introduced callie, direct loss of 
prey through appropriation of kills 
by skinners for the hides and the 
consequent cleaning out of the car
case by the vultures. The Gir Project 
acted as a catalyst drawing allention 
to the urgent need for remedial 
measures which have now been put 
into effcct by the Government of 
Gujarat. 

Ecological disturbances in 
agricu/(ural and adjoining lands 
caused by the removal of frogs for 

export /976-/979 

This three-year project funded by 
the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research had Mr Humayun Ab
dulali as the Principal Investigator. 
The results of the enquiry indicate 
that in the removal of frogs the 
country is losing the services of a 
good biolo~ical control method as 
insect and other invertebrate pests 
form a substantial part of the diet of 
frogs. The data shows that the 
removal of frogs creates a definite 
ecological imbalance in argricultural 
areas. 

Short-Term Field Studies and Projects 

Rediscovery tJf Finn's Baya 
(Ploceus megarhynchus) - /959 

93 years earlier in December 1866 
A.O. Hume the celebrated or
nithologist described a new species 
of weaver bird with a massive bill as 
Ploceus megarhYllcillls. In course of 
lime it came to be known as Finn's 
Baya after Frank Finn, a 
superintendent of the Indian 
Museum, who in 1901 first describ
ed the breeding plumage of the 
male. Kaladungi, the place where 
H ume obtained his birds became 
famous later as the home of Jim 
Corbell . No further collection of 
the bird by ornithologists was made. 
Searches were made earlier but 
without success. A lucky sighting of 
an adult male and the follow up to 
the nesting area rediscovered the 

species during the survey - Salim 
Ali, J. H . Crook - Partially funded 
by the Rockefeller Foundation . 
Rediscovery of Wroughton's Free-

tailed Bat - /961 

During the Mammal Survey in 1912, 
Prater collected a new genus of bat 
from the Barapede Caves, near 
Shiroli on the Goa frontier. Named 
Otomops wrougiltoni, the species 
has not been reported anywhere else 
and can be considered as one of the 
rarest among Indian bats. The 
species was collected again from the 
same caves and found to be not un
common in its roost in the crevices 
of the roof of the cave - Humayun 
Abdulali, Andre Brosset, P. w. 
Soman. 

The study was funded by lhe 
Dorabji Tata Trust. 
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HIIt" s Boya nests on simliliree 
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Clo~;e·up oj nests of Finll'S Boya 

Photo: Salim Ali 

Wild Buffalo In penins ular Macaque was noted as endangered 
India - 1965 particularly from habitat loss - J . 

The status of the species and its 
habitat was surveyed in the Bastar 
district of Madhya Pradesh, and the 
Kutru area was recommended for 
preservation - George Schaller, J. 
C. Daniel, R.B. Grubh, P. B. 
Shekar. 

Status survey of Nilgiri Langur and 
Lion-tailed Macaque in South 

. India - May 1966 

The alarming and rapid change over 
of natural forests to plantations of 
economically valuable trees promp
ted the survey of the two endemic 
spec ies largely res tri cted t o 
evergreen forests. The Lion-tailed 

C. Daniel, P. Kannan. 

The Nilgiri Tahr in the Eravikulam 
Sanctuary - 1971 

The Sanctuary maintained as a 
shooting reserve by the High Range 
Game Association held the second 
largest population of Nilgiri Tahr 
(c. 400 animals) and was to have 
been taken over for cultivation and 
plantation. A survey and represen· 
tations made by the Society to 
Government retained the area as a 
sanctuary. Presently it is a National 
Park - J . C. Daniel , funded by the 
World Wildlife Fund India . 
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Breeding colony oj the Flamingos in 
Kutch - 1973 

An aerial survey was made with the 
assistance of the Indian Air Force to 
delineate the area to be declared as a 
sanctuary for protecting the 
breeding colony. The survey also 
located a large colony of the Lesser 
Flamingo, hitherto not reported 
from the area - Salim Ali, 
Lavkumar Kachar, M. A. Rashid
Funded by the Government of Gu
Jarat. 

• 
The Es tuarine Crocodiles oj 

Bhitarkanika - January 1973 

Habitat loss and the skin trade have 
dangerously depleted the population 
of this, the largest among the rep
tiles. The Bhitarkanika area in 
Orissa was believed to have a 
sul1stantial population. As a result 
of the survey it was suggested that 
every effort should be made to 
preserve the mangrove forests and 
the whole area be declared a sanc
tuary. This has since happened. 

The survey also located the largest 
breeding area of the Olive Ridley 
Turtle along the Indian coast - J. 
C. Daniel, S. A . Hussain - Funded 
by World Wildlife Fund , India. 

Nature Reserve Potential oj Kinwat, 
Maharashtra - August 1974, Oc-

tober 1975 

At the request of the local legislative 
councillor, the Society examined 
and reported on the possibility of 
establishing nature reserves in Kin
wat Taluka of Nanded with a view 
to conserve the depleted natural 
resources of the area. The Ambadi 
Forest, a fine example of Tropical 
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Southern Dry Deciduous Forest and 
the Sahasrakund areas were iden
tified for conservation - J. C. 
Daniel, S. R. Amladi, S. R. Nayak, 
S. A. Hussain. 

Puddukotai BiM Survey - 1975 
• 

On behalf of the Government of 
Tamil Nadu the birds of Pud
dukotai district were surveyed and a 
report prepared for inclusion in the 
Gazetteer volume of the district -
Salim Ali, S. A. Hussain - Funded 
by the Govt of Tamil Nadu . 

Crocodile status survey jor the 
Maharashtra Government - 1976 

At the instance of the State Govern
ment, Crocodile habitats in the 
State were surveyed and localities 
identified where captive breeding of 
the endangered Mugger or Marsh 
Crocodile could be undertaken - J. 
C. Daniel - Funded by the Govt. of 
Maharashtra. 

Ladakh Wildlife Survey - 1976 

Wildlife habitats in Ladakh par
ticularly locations where the en
dangered Blacknecked Crane breeds 
in summer were surveyed . The 
report on the status of the species 
and the status of wildlife in general 
with recommendations of areas 
suitable for being turned into 
wildlife sanctuaries was sent to the 
Government of India - Salim Ali, 
V. S. Vijayan, S. A . Hussain -
Funded by the World Wildlife Fund 
India . 

The search jor Blewitt 's Owl 
(Athene blewitti) - February and 

April 1976 

One of the enigmatic and rare 



Wolkillg olollg the Ambodi Saddle (Kill'lvo/ SUrl'ey) 

Photo: S. R. Amladi 

A bull Wild Buffalo looks 0/ /he ill/ruder 
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species of the Indian avifauna, only 
five specimens of Blewitt's'Owl are 
known, all from the thick forests of 
central India from Orissa to Gu
jaraL The Melghat- Tiger Reserve 
and Mandvi in Gujarat were unsuc
cessfully surveyed for the species 
- S. D. & M. Ripley, S. A. Hus
sain, P. B. Shekar - Funded by 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Birds of Sriharikota Island 
January 1976 

The avifauna of the island was in
vestigated at the request of the In
dian -Space Research Organisation 
who wished to: (al know the birds in 
their research complex, and (b) 
evaluate ecological changes that 
may result from human activity. 
The survey identified and listed the 
avifauna of Sriharikota and sug
ges ted method s of habitat 
manipulation and conservation -
R.B . & S.R. Grubh - Funded by the 
ISRO. 

Ecology of the Honeyguide - 1977 

The status of the Honeyguide occur
ring uncommonly at middle eleva
tions in the Himalayas was in
vestigated in the Bhutan Himalayas. 
Locations where the species is seen 
in association with honeycombs 
were identified for further research 
- Salim Ali, S.A. Hussain - Fund
ed by the Government of Bhutan. 

Nilgiri Bird Survey - 1977 

The birds of the Nilgiri district were 
surveyed and a oonsoUdated r~rt 
prepared for inclusion in the district gam
teer volume - J. C Daniel, M. A. Reza 
Khan, P. B. Shekar - Funded by GoV!. 
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of Tamil Nadu. 

Harike Lake, Punjab, as a water
fowl habitat - 1978 , 

• 

The Harike Lake, a man made im
poundment was investigated as to its 
potential as a ' wildlife refuge. The 
area was recomm~nded as a wildlife 
refuge. It was also suggested that ef
forts be made to study the cycle of 
the changes that happen in a man 
made lake when given protection as 
refuge - J. C Daniel, Shahid Ali 
- Funded by the World Wildlife 
Fund and the Punjab Government. 

Bastar Wild Buffalo Survey -
, /978, 1979 

Follow up survey of the Wild Buf
falo in peninsular India, which was 
undertaken by the Society in 1965. 
The re-surveys established the fact 
that the Buffalo habitat has further 
deteriorated making the species 
more endangered and requiring 
urgent attention for its conservation 
- H . K. Divekar, R. B. Grubh, P. 

B. Shekar - Funded by Salim Ali 
Conservation Fund. 

Blacknecked Crane Survey - 1983 

The "alarming reports on t'he 
breeding status of the species 
prompted a re-survey of the 
breeding habitat of the species in 
Ladakh. The report stressed the 
need for conservation of the habitat 
and complete protection from 
utilisation for purposes other than 
as a breeding habitat of the Crane 
- Adm. Awati, S.A. Hussain, 
Prakash Gole - Funded by Salim 
Ali Conservation Fund and World 
Wildlife Fund India. 
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,Above. A Himalayan Honey Guide silting guard over its honey combs in Bhutan . Below. 
Thf! B/ocknecked Crane incubating in the marshes of Ladakh -

. Photos: S. A. Hussain 
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Above. A Narcondum flom bill malejeeding his /amity. Below. A ndaman Teal. Bolh ure 

Photo: Pat Louis 
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Narcondam Hornbill 

Under the overall supervision of Mr 
Humayun Abdulali from Bombay. 
the status of the Narcondam Horn
bill on Narcondam Island was 
studied for about a month. The fin-

dings indicate that the 200 odd birds 
that live on the Island maintain a 
fragile ecological balance likely to 
be upset by human interference -
S. A. Hussain. 

The University Department - 1957 

In 1957 the University of Bombay 
recognised the Society as approved 
research institution authorised LO 

admit students for research pro
grammes in field ornithology. 
leading to the Master of Science 
degree of the University . Dr. Salim 
Ali was recognised as the Re earch 
Guide . Subsequently the recognition 
was extended to research for ' the 
Ph.D. degree of the Universi.y and 
recognition was extended to cover 
field research in mammals and rep
tiles as well . The Bombay University 
and the Society thus pioneered the 
study of vertebrate ecology in India . 
Presently the ' Society has four 
research guides. Dr Salim Ali and 
Mr . J. C. Daniel recognised 10 guide 

• 
sludents for the M.Sc. and Ph. D. 
programmes. and Dr. Robert Grubh 

. and Dr. V. S . Vijayan as research 
guides for the M.Sc. programmes. 
The foHowing students have receiv
ed post-graduate degrees through 
the Society. 

MASTER OF SC IENCE 

Some Indian Weaver Birds. 1964. 
V. C. Ambedkar . • 

Ornithophily - a preliminary 
study . 1965. P . Kannan. 

The ecology of hole nesting birds. 

1974 . K.N.P . Panickar. 

Ecology of Ihe Bonnet Macaque 
(Macaca radiora) with specia l 
referenc to feeding habits. 1976. 
George P . KuruviHa . 

Ecology of the Fivestriped Palm 
Squirrel FUlJarnbu/us pennant; 
Wroughton with special emphasis 
on population and activity cycle. 
1977. R .K. Chandrahas. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (Ph. D.) 

Studies on the Baya Weavers. 
1966. D . . Mathew. 

The ecology and behaviour of 
vultures in the Gir Forest. 1974. R. 
B. Grubh. 

Ecological isolation of Bulbuls 
(Family Pycnonotidae) with special 
reference to Pycnonorus cafer cafer 
and P. /ureo/us /ureo/us at Pt 
Cali mere. Tamil adu . 1975. V. S. 
Vijayan . 

Synecological studies on specialis
ed nectar feeding birds and bird 
flowers in the Nils iris . 1979. Priya 
Davidar. 

Ecology and behaviour of 
the Black-and-Orange Flycatcher 
Muscicapa lIigrorufa (Jerdon) .. 
1978 . Md Reza Khan. 
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Nature Education Scheme 

Another activity in which the Socie
ty has been engaged since 1948 with 
the financial support of the 
Government of Bombay (now, of 
Maharashtra), is a scheme for 
Nature Study education in schools 
by means of talks, films, and other 
visual aids in the classroom, by 
guided lectures and tours in the 
Natural History Section of the 
Prince of Wales Museum, the Zoo 
and the Aquarium, and also by 
nature rambles in the beautiful 
countryside surrounding the City. It 
is an activity that has proved its 
usefulness in arousing interest in 
school children as well as their 
teachers. With the better financial 
assistance we ho"pefully anticipate, 
and the facilities that will be 
available in our new field centre, we 
plan to develop and expand this ac
tivity to cover other parts of the 
State as well. It is realized that the 
lack of interest shown by our young 
people in nature is largely due to 
want of encouragement from their 
parents at home and from their 

teachers in school, a disability we 
aim to remove for future genera
tions. In connection with the Nature 
Education Scl)eme the Society has 
published simply .written, attractive
ly illustrated, and well-printed 
booklets on Birds, Mammals, and 
Plants in English, Hindi, Marathi , 
and Gujarati . Although priced at 
only a few Paise per copy, the 
response from Education Depart
ments, school libraries, teachers, . 
parents, and the general public alike 
has been disappointing. 

The turnover has been too slow 
and tardy for us to afford the con
siderable expansion in the series that 
was contemplated. The sales of the 
Hindi editions have, paradoxically 
enough, been the most disappoin
ting of all. And this despite the fact 
that our late Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru himself had by 
personal letters drawn the attention 
of the Chief Ministers of the Hindi
speaking States to the excellence and 
availability of the booklets. 

The lournal, 1886 

The Journal of the Society, the first 
number of which was published in 
January 1886, has reached . its 
eightieth volume. These volumes 
represent the Society's contribution 
to the advance of our knowledge of 

• 
the zoology and botany of the In-
dian subcontinent and the countries 
which adjoin it. They incorporate a 
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substantial share of the scientific 
achievements in these fields in India 
during the past 100 years. 

For a natural history publication 
conducted by a private society pure
ly out of revenues derived from its 
membership subscriptions, with 
practically no financial aid from 
Government or extraneous sources, 

-
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NATURE EDUCATION SCHEME 

Above . High School students with Nature Educafion organiser i" the field a/ Borivli 

Natiollal Park. Below. Students gelling acquoillfed with harmless snakes - a John's Sond 
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Children parlicipaling in a wildlife painting competition 
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is indeed a praiseworthy achieve
ment. Add to this the general lack of 
interest in natural history in India 
that had to be contended with for 
keeping up the Society's member
ship strength; also the fact that con
tributions for publication were 
gratis and voluntary and therefore 
not always to be depended on-and 
the achievement becomes doubly 
creditable. 

Apart from the results of scien
tific researches, the Society's Jour
nal is unique in that it contains an 
immense amount of data con
tributed by field naturalists. As 
such, it has become an invaluable 
auxiliary to biological research in 
this country. The contribution made 

• 
to scientific progress in India by 
field naturalists is due in no small , 
measure to the help they received 
from the Society and the ready ac
ceptance which their notes and 
observations received in its Journal. 
With the trend of modern biology 
from the museum to the field, from 
the study of the dead to the living 
creature in its environment, the ser
vices rendered by field naturalists to 
science must receive that fuller 
recognition which they have so well 
merited. 
-
The contributions to the Journal 

at first consisted largely of sporting 
and popular articles written mostly 
by members of thy Society who were. 
generally observant sportsmen and 
field naturalists - 'amateurs' it is 
true, but in the best sense of the 
term. The scope of these contribu
tions has steadily expanded, and 
seflou s scientific paper s by 

acknowledged experts have now 
become a regular feature of its 
pages. 

The membership of the Society 
does not consist of scientific men 
alone, nor does it consist of 
sportsmen pure and simple, nor 
altogether of persons who look 
upon natural history merely as an 
amusing pastime. It is a con
glomerate of all these types. And 
this is not all, for while readers of 
the Journal include some who are 
interested i9 large game animals, the 
interest of others centres chiefly on 
plants or snakes or buller flies or 
birds or in conservation. Every 
branch of the study of animals or 
plant life, moreover, has its 
devotees among them . Some are in
terested in problems of evolution or 
systematics and taxonomy, others in 
field study and ecology, others in 
morphology and laboratory ex
periments, others in econom.ic and 
applied biology or some other line 
of study, and yet others in shooti ng, 
fi shing or nature photography. The 
effort to cater for all these polyglot 
tastes makes the task of editing the 
Journal one of absorbing interest, 
but by no means easy. 

A passage from the Introduction 
to the very first issue of the Journal 
(Vol. I, No. I, January 1886) seems 
worth quoting, since what was true 
then is perhaps even truer today: 'In 
accordance with the character which 
this Society has assumed from the 
beginning, the aim of its journal will 
be, as far as possible, to interest all 
students of nature, ever remember
ing that there are many naturalists, 
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in the highest sense of the term, who 
have not such a technical knowledge 
of any particular bran~h of science 
as to be able to enter Wi~;' l interest 
into questions of nomenclature and 
the . discrimination of closely allied 

. , 
speCles .. . 

The Journal has been the outlet 
for .he remarkably talented 
membership of the Society. Their 
versatility is reflected in the articles 
that have been published, whether 
of purely natural history interest or 
the highly technical articles on 
species and groups. The majority .of 
the seminal papers on the tax
onomy, ecology and conservation of 
the major vertebrate groups and in 
som'e of the insect groups have ap
peared in the Journal. To give some 

examples, revision of Lycaenids by 
Keith Cantlie, Caddisflies, by 
Mosley; on fishes, by Hora, Silas, 
Menon, etc.; on reptiles, by Wall, 
Smith; on birds, by Salim Ali, 
Ripley, Stuart Baker, Hugh 
Whistler, H . AbdulaIi; mammals, 
by Pocock, Schaller, Gee, Groves, 
etc. 

Equally o.utstanding have been 
the serial articles which have ap
peared in the Journal. Written 
usually for the .Iayman by 
acknowledged experts in the · field, 
they have formed the basis for many 
of the Society's popular books. The 
Journal continues to be the required 
reading on the natural history of the 
Oriental Region . 

Hornbill · 

One of the ideas that the Executive 
Committee of the Society had con
sidered for several years was the 
publication of a popular , il
lustrated, magazine for lay members 
who find the Journal too technical. 
In 1976 with the assistance from the 
Salim Ali Conservation Fund, the 
Society launched its popular 

quarterly, Hornbill. Its reception 
has been enthusiastic. Hornbill not 
only presents natural history and
conservation in easily readable 
language to its members but also 
serves as a newsletter and as an in-_ 
ducement to friends of members to 
join- the Society. 

Field Work Funds 

Financial support to undertake field 
projects has been one of the main 
handicaps for field work in India, 
particularly for students interested 
in undertaking short-term field pro
jects. 

Four major field work funds have 
now been started from donations. 
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Salim Ali-Loke Wan Tho Or
nilhological Research Fund, found

. ed in 1965 with a capital of Rs. 
10,000/ - with the object of pro
moting scientific ornithology and 
bird prese rvation in rndia. 
Monetary assistance from the Fund 
is given to biologists, whether 



graduates or not, preferably bet
ween the ages of 20 and 30 years, 
and preferably resident within the 
Indian subregion by way of small 
grants, either a lump ad hoc sum or 
tenable over a specified period. 
Research Fellowships are also 
granted for more serious studies ex
tending over a long period. Added 

• 
to from time to time the corpus of 
the Fund now stands at Rs. 
3,21,136.52. 

Charles McCann Vertebrate 
Zoology Fund for Field Work, 
started as the Vertebrate Zoology 
Field Work Fund by Humayun Ab
dulali in 1969 with a corpus of Rs 
10,000/ - for assisting naturalists, 
amateurs or professionals, for field 
studies including collection trips 
preferably of vertebrates. The fund 
was re-christened in 1972. Currently 
its corpus stands at Rs. 41,506.34. 

Pirojsha Godrej Foundation 
Field Work Fund was formed in 
1975 with a corpus of Rs. 10,000/-, 
and subsequent donations have 
swelled it to Rs. 40,0001- as of to-

day. Small grants are made from the 
Fund for snort-duration ecological 
studies of the environment. 

Salim Ali Nature Conservation 
Fund is the result of a munificent 
grant from Dr Salim Ali in 1976 
from the moneys received by him 
from the Getty Prize. The Corpus of 
the Fund now stands at Rs . 
6,18,124.80 and its objective is to 
promote Nature Conservation in the 
Indian subcontinent, including the 
preservation and management of aU 
forms oi wildlife together with the 
natural ,habitats. The Fund assists 
financially schemes for conservation 
already. in operation, institutes and 
finances new schemes by engaging 
researchers to carry out specific pro
jects bearing on conservation pro
blems, and for educating public in 
the value and need for nature con
servation through publication of 
literature, films and other mass 
communication media - in fact any 
means whatever that are likely to 
promote conservation directly or in
directly. 

Roll of Honour 

The choice of names for the Roll of 
Honour is entirely the editors' and 
does not necessarily renect tile views 
of the Executive Committee of the 
Society. The listing is alphabetical. 

HUMAYUN ABDULALI, Honorary 
Secretary of the Society from 1950 
to 1962. He was the executive of
ficer of the Society during the crucial period in the existence of the 
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Society, when Phipsons closed 
down operations in Bombay. The 
negotiations with the Government 
of Maharashtra for financial 
ass istance to house and mainlain the 
collections and administrative of
fices of the Society, and negotia
tions with the Government of India 
and the Prince of Wales Museum 
for building a permanent house 
were successfully completed during 
his tenure. 

SALIM ALI has been the mainstay of 
the Society since Independence and 
his name has become synonymous 
with that of the Society. His has 
been the principal thrust for the 
sc'/cral new directions in which the 
Society has expanded, namely 
nature education, bird migration 
studies, the university department, 
and the major projects currently in 
operation . The Society is the heir to 
his library and film collections and 
the substantial financial contribu-
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tions he has made from time to time 
have permitted the Society to con
stitute the Salim Ali Nature Conser
vation Fund and the Salim Ali-Loke 
Wan Tho Ornithological Research 
Fund, and assisted in other field s of 
activities. 

• 
E. C. STUART BAKER joined the 
Society in 1888 and his first bird 
paper 'On the genus Chloropsis' ap
peared in Vol. 6 of the Journal in 
1891 followed by many other con
tributions from lime to time. But it 
will be for his beautifully illustrated 
popular serials on ducks and other 
sporting birds that Baker will be 
best remembered. These articles 

helped to boost the Society and 
popularize the Journal among 
s port s men and naturali s ts 
throughout the country and beyond 
more than anything else . 'The value 
of Mr Baker's papers in populariz
ing the Journal' his obituarist per
tinently remarks' must never be 
forgotten. 'They were later publish-



ed in book form, and the success of 
the first volume on tNDlAN DUCKS 
AND THEtR ALLIES emboldened the 
Society to launch out cautiously on 
its natural history book publication 
ventu res which have proved so pro
fitable in the long run . 

N. A. BAPTtSTA who worked as a 
museum assistant at the Society was 
one of the outstanding collectors of 
the Mammal Survey. He worked in 
Sikkim in 1915, then moved 
eastwards to the Bhutan Duars and 
onto KaJimpong in 1916. From the 
eastern Himalayas, Baptista was 
sent to Baluchistan where he worked 
till 191 8, and moved to Persia where 
he collected till the end of 1919. In 
1920 Bapt ista was sent to Nepal 

where he collected up to 1923 . His 
collectio ns from Nepal formed 
perhaps the most remarkable con
tribution to Indian Mammalogy 
made by the entire Mammal Survey. 

H. K. DtV EKAR presently the 
Honorary Treasurer of the Society, 

joined the Society in 1974. By pro
fession an engineer, Divekar has us
ed his acute business acumen to pro
pagate knowledge of reptiles among 
the people through educat ional ex
hibit ions and has in the process 
brought sub stantial m one tar y 
benefit to the Society. 

F . H . EVA S came out to India in 
1886 and with a partner founded (in 
c. 1892) the prosperous department 
store of Evans, Fraser & Co . in 
Bombay , bimself retiring from ac
tive busirless to Engla nd in 1908 . 
His ac tiye int erest in tbe Society 
seems to have begun some years 
later ; he was elecled a Vice Patron 
in 1928 in recognition of tbe very 
generous financial assistance and 
suppo rt whicb be gave to tbe Socie· 
ty . His several substantial contribu 
tions were cbieny utili sed for tbe ex
hibitio n gallcries o f tbe Na tural 
History Secti on (Prince o f Wales 
Museum). (hen under construction. 
And barking back to bi s fi , bi ng 
days in India , when hc had difficul 
ty in gettin g hi s cat ches identified, 
he maintained al his own expen se 
for over a period of len years the 
services of a modeller fo r tbe 
preparation of a scries of casts of 
local marine and freshwater fishes 
for the Fi s h G~ller y. The 
beautifu l models of local fi shes in 
wax and .papier mache now on ex
hibition in tbe P. W . Museum a rc 
the out come of hi s altrui s tic 
benefactions since he himself was 
unlikely ever to see them . Mr Evans 
a lso presented to th e b udd in g 
Museum the series of beautiful and 
expensIve e nl arged model s il
lust rating in sects in relation 10 
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disease. The Society's Journal pro
filled by his magnanimou offer to 
meet the cost of many o f the col
o ured and black-and-white plates 
for the seria l on ' Wild Animals of 
the Indian Empire' and the illustra
tfons for Mr Mosely's lengthy serial 
on Caddis Flies. In addition, he 
gifted to the Society's Library a col
lection of rare and val uable o ld 
books on Bombay and Western In
dia and a complete set of the 7 
elephant fo lio volumes of the 
priceless Gould's DlRDS OF AStA, 
and a copy of A CENTURY OF BtRDS 
OF THE HtMALAYAN MOUNTAtNS by 
the same a:uthor. 

ZAFAR FUTEHALLY, Honorary 
Secretary of the Society from 1963 
to 1974, was responsible for the lif
ting of the Society from a rut of 
routine activities to a progressive 
out look which contributed to th e 
rapid growth of the scientific and 
other activities of the Society. 

E . P . GEE was a valued friend of the 
Society. He became a member in 
193 1 a nd took the closest interest in 
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its activies and helped in whatever 
way he could to further its interest. 
He left to the Society all his books, 
films, photographs and papers on 
wildlife. 

R. E. HAWKtNsjoined the Executive 
Committee in 1939 and has been the 
guiding hand for the Society's 

• 
publication programme. Hawkins 
retired as General Manager of the 
Oxford University Press. He is 

presently the General Editor of the 
Society'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF tNDtAN 
NATURAL HtSTORY. 

N . B. KtNNEAR came out to India in 
1907 as the Society's first stipendary 
Curator to organize and look after 
the considerable zoo~ogica l collec
tions, particularly of vertebrates, 
that had been amassed by its en
thusiastic amateur members from 
allover the erstwhile 'Indian Em
pire' during the first:quarter century 
or so of the Society's progress and 
development. Kinnear gave in
valuable service to ·.t he Society by 
placing the whole of its museum on 
a sound scientific basis through the 
rearran gement, labelling and 
cataloguing of the collections. He 
rhrew himself whole-heartedl y into 



the direction and control of the 
systematic survey of the Mammals 
of India, Burma and Ceylo n which 
the Society had started with the 
preli minary spadework of Millard. 
He identified the geographical areas 
tha t needed 10 be worked by the col
lectors wit h special coverage o f 

those where earlier mammaiogists 
had obta ined T ypes but which were 
missing, with a view to replacing 
them by Topotypes. 

LOK WAN THO. Loke' s connection 
with the Society dates from 1942, 
not long after he landed at Bombay 
as an evacuee from Singa{>ore in the 
wake of the Japanese occupation. 
Loke's active participation in the 
field programmes and numerous 
benefactions 10 the Society after his 
return to Singapore helped the 
Society both financially and in 
equipment. On his tragic death in an 
ai r crash, the superb collection of 
negatives of hi s wildlife 
photographs and valuable equip-

• 

.... -
ment were received by the Society 
and remain as a memorial to his 
association with the Society. 

CHARLES MCCANN was an outstan
ding naturalist equally versatile in 
botany, mammals, reptiles and any 
other group that interested him. He 
was equally adept in the preparation 

of museum exhibits. The Society 
benefited exceedingly by his ser
vices. 
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W . S. MILLARD. The starting and 
success of the Mammal Survey was 
entirely due to Millard, and only 
those who were in close association 
with him a l the time had any idea of 
the the amount of time and work he 
spent in the raising of the money 
and the organizing of the survey . All 
this was done in addition to allen
ding to the Society's other business 
and editing the Journal, to say 
nothing of looking after his own 
business of Messrs Phipson and Co. 
and the many other honorary social 
and charitable activities in which he 
was involved. 

SH IRI N (SILOO) MODY joined the 
Society in 1975 and is. one of the 
mOSI effective fund raisers that the 
Society has ever had . The Societ y is 
indebted 10 her for substant ial fund s 
for its activities. 

H. M. PHtPSON. From March 1886, 
when he took over the office of 
Honorary Secretary to April 1906 
when he left India, Phipson was the 
heart and soul of the Society. In
itiating and directing its early ac
tivities he brought it 10 vigorous 
maturity. Through these twenty 
years he edited the Society's Jour
nal. Few men have striven more 
earnestly and more continuously to 
advance such a purely unselfish 
cause, and few have laboured for 
the advancement of science and for 
the general good in a more self
effacing and unobtrusive spirit. 

S. H . PRATER. For nearly a quarter 
of a century prior to his retirement 
in 1948 Prater' s name was almost 
synonymous with the Bombay 
Natural History Society. The 
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Natural History Section of the P. W. 
Museum is a standing monument to 
his genius. For the last 27 years of 
his service he was the executive 
editor of the Journal and was large
ly responsible for. the high standard 

• 
and international recognition it 
earned as the foremost natural 
history periodical in Asia. Prater 
was in truth a remarkable man -
capable, versatile, sociable, am
bitious, and a striver after perfec
tion as many of his handiworks 
clearly show. He deservedly enjoys 
an honoured place in the annals of 
the Society as one of its most 
stalwart and capable builders. 

S. DILLON RIPLEY . Ripley's associa
tion with the Society is directly 
related to his interest in the avifauna 
of the Indian region and his friend
ship with Salim Ali . In addition to 
numerous benefactions, the two edi
tions o f his SYNOPSIS which the 
Society published were donated by 
him to the Society. 



SIR REGINALD SPENCE. Came out to 
Bombay in 1901 as assistant in the 
firm of Phipson & Co. On Millard's 
retirement from India in 1920 
Spence took over as Honorary 
Secretary, continuing to serve in this 
capacity until he left India in 1934. 
During this period Ihe Society ex
panded its activities in several fields 
including Ihe establishment of the 

atural History Section in the 
P rince of Wales Museum. This was 
achieved predominantly through the 
untiring efforts of Sir Reginald 
Spence who was also Chairman of 
th e Board of Trus tees of the 
Museum. The outstanding progress 
made by the Society between the 
years 1923 and 19 17 was due entirely 
to the dynamic combination of two 
dedicaled personalities , namely Sir 
Reginald Spence and S. H . Prater, 
the former as Honorary Secretary of 

the Society and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Prince of 
Wales Museum, and the latter as the 
versatile Curator. 

P . B. SHEKAR. Technical Assistant 
at the Society, his energy, drive and 
organizing abi lit y are the main force 
behind the Society's reptile exhibi
tions where his collaboration with 

, 
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H. K. Divekar has contributed amp
ly to the funds of the Society. 

1978 and has since then worked un
tiringly in raising of funds for the 
publication and other activities of 
the Society. 

D. S. VARtAVA. Joined the ex
ecutive committ ee of the Society in 

• 

The institutions and governments listed below in the roll of honour have 
made major contributions. fi nancial and otherwise , to the Society's 
welfare and continued existence. 
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Cheng Kim Loke Foundation, Singapore 
Dorabji Tata Trust, Bombay 
Government of India 
Government of Maharashtra 
Phipson & Co., Bombay 
Prince of Wales Museum of Western India, 
Bombay 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, Washington D.C. 

• -
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The Society's Crest or Logo 

In the first fifty years of its ex
istence, the Society apparently did 
not have a distinct logo of its own, 
though the mounted antlers of a 
barasingha do appear on the cover 
of the Golden Jubilee Com
memorative volume. 

In 1938, however, the then 
Honorary Secretary advised as the 
minutes of the meeting of March 
that year indicate "that the Journal 
would attract more attention on the 
tables of Libraries and Clubs if 
there was a coloured illustration on 
the cover. He had obtained a 
suitable design for a crest which 
featured the Great Indian Hornbill 
which had been always associated 
with the Society and recommended 
that this crest be printed in colour 
on the Society'S Journal and on the 
prospectus of the Society. He also 
proposed that a replica of this crest 
be used for the Society's sta
tionary.' , 

The Society's association with the 
horn bill dates back to 'William', the 
Great Indian Hornbill which arrived 
at the Society as a nestling in 1894, 
and lived in the Society's rooms till 
1920. William was quite a character 

and was so intimately associated in 
the minds of the many who knew 
him with the Society and its museum 
that he is fittingly honoured in a 
case in the Bird gallery in the Prince 
of Wales Museum which shows the 
curious nesting habits of the Great 
Indian Hornbill. William is here 
given the role of pater-familias - a 
privilege he did not in life enjoy, 
and iSI seen feeding his imprisoned 
spouse through the narrow slit in the 
wall \"hich the birds build to close 
the entrance to the nest hole. 

William apparently was very hap
py during the years he lived. He 
made a great fuss of his personal ap
pearance, and painted his great cas
que and beak with bright yellow 
from his 'Vanity-box' (the oil gland 
at the root of the tail) and he finish
ed this daily ritual off with a dash of 
colour carefully placed on each 
wing. He was then ready to playa 
game with you; He would catch 
easily a tennis ball thrown from a 
distance of 7 or 8 yards. The long 
curved beak prevented him from 
ever drinking anything, but he got 
all he wanted from the juice of ripe 
berries and fruit, and this in no way 
affected his cheery disposition. 
Cockroaches were to his liking, and 
a mouse, a snake. or even a large rat 
he dearly lovr rl, hut it was not easy 
for him to get these as he was hardly 
ever on the ground. One rat he held 
in his pickaxe beak for more than ~n 
hour before fi nally crunching it up. 

William, affectionately known as 
the office canary, lived in a cage 
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William in the role oj pater-famiUas 

behind the Honorary Secretary's the Society. Hornbill House IS his 
chair during the 26 years he lived at permanent monument. 

66 

, 



• 

Publications 

It was Millard the third Honorary 
Secretary who set the Society on its 
publication activities. It was under 
his careful supervision of details 
when on leave in England, that 
Stuart Baker's serial on 'Indian 
Ducks and their Allies', which had 
started in the Journal as long ago as 
1897 was published by the Society in 
book form. It proved an immediate 
success, and ran out of print faster 
than anticipated. He followed up 
the success of this first major ven
ture of the Society by the publica
tion of the two other volumes on 
Game Birds by Stuart Baker, THE 
PALMS OF INDIA by Fr. E. Blatter 
and SOME BEAUTIFUL INDIAN TREES 
by himself and Fr. Blatter. The tille 
of the las I is slightly misleading 
si nce il included a number of trees 
Ihat are not Indian. 

The programme then started has 
enabled the Society 10 make 
outstanding contributions to the 
study of natural history in India. 
The publications have also enabled 
Ihe Society to survive as some of its 
popular publications have had 
substantial sales over the years. A 
list of some of the publications is 
given below; those presenlly out of 
print are indicated by placing an 
asterisk against the title. 

'A CATALOGUE OF THE FLORA OF 
MATHERA AND MAHABLESHWAR. 
By H. M. Birdwood (Reprinted with 
additions and corrections from vol. 
10 of lhe Society's Journal, 1897). 
The Times of India 

'INDIAN PIGEONS AND DOVES. By E. 
C. Stuart Baker. Witherby & Co. 
London. 1913 

'THE GAME B.lRDS OF INDA. BURMA 
AND CEYLON. By E . C. Stuart 
Baker. Vol. 1. Ducks and their allies 
(1921); Vol. 2. Snipe, Bustards and 
Sandgrouse (1921); Vol. 3. 
Phe,asants and Bu s tard -Quail 
(1939). John Bale, Sons & 
Danielson Ltd. London 

'THE FLORA OF THE INDIAN DESERT 
(Jodhpur & Jaisalmer). By E. Blat
ter & Prof. F. Hallberg (Reprints of 
papers appearing in the Society's 
Journal between 1918 and 1921) 
with 'The physiological anatomy of 
the plants of the Indian desert', by 
T. A. Sabnis. 

'Five Wall Charts illustrating in col
our over 200 species of commoner 
birds of the Indian plains 

'Wall Chart to distinguish a Wild 
Dog from a Domestic Dog or 
Jackal, etc. . 

IDENTIF ICATION OF POISO$US , . 
SNAKES. Wall Chart in Enghsh, Gu-
jarati and Marathi. (Kevrint,d in 
1958) 

'THE PALMS OF BRITISH INDIA AND 
CEYLON. By Ethelbert Blatter, S. J. 

Oxford University Press . 1926 

'A SHIKARIS POCKET·BooK. WITH 
HINTS ON PRESERVI G AND SKINN· 
ING TROPHIES IN THE FIELD. By 
Charles McCann and Lt Col. C. H. 
Stockley. Oxford University Press. 
1926 
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"AN AID TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF 

BUTTERFLIES O F THE INDIAN 

REGION. By Brig . W. H. Evans. 
Bombay Natural History Society. 
(1 st ed . 1927; 2nd ed . 1931) 

"BIRD LIFE IN INDIA . By Capt. 
R.S.P. Bates. Bombay Natural 
History Society. )931 

"CIRCUMVENTING THE MAHSEER 

AND OTHER SPORTING FISH IN INDIA 

AND BURMA . By A. St. J. Mac
donald. Bombay Natural History 
Society. 1948 
T HE BOOK OF INDIA N BIRDS. By 
Salim Ali. Bombay Natural History 
Society. (1st published 1941, now in 
II th edition) 

A SYNOPSIS OF THE BIRDS OF INDIA 

AND PAKISTAN . By S. D. Ripley. 
Bombay Natural History Society 
(1st published 1960, now in 2nd ed.) 

C HEC KLI ST OF TH E BIRD S OF 

MAHARASHTRA . By H. Abdulali. 
(2nd ed.) 

CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF DELHI , 
AGRA AND BHARATPUR. By 
Humayun Abdulali and J . D. Pan
day 

THE BOOK OF INDIAN ANIMALS . By 
S. H. Prater. Bombay Natural 
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History Society . (1 st publi shed 
1948, now in 4th edition) 

"BUTTERFLIES OF TH E INDIA N 

REGION . By M. A. Wynter-Blyth . 
Bombay Natural History Society. 
1957 

• 
GLIMPSES OF NATURE IN INDIA (in 
English), and booklets in this series 
on: Our Birds (in Kannada), Our 
Monsoon Plan Is (in Hindi and 
Marathi), Our Animals (in English, 
Gujarati and Hindi) 

SOME BEAUTIFUL INDIA N TREES. By 
E. Blatter & W. S. Millard. Bombay 
Nalural Hi story Society . (1 s t 
publi shed 1937, now in 2nd 
reprinted edition) 

SOME BEAUTIFUL INDIAN CLIMBERS 
AND SHRUBS. By N. L. Bor and M. 
B. Raizada. Bombay Nalural 
History Society. (1 st publi shed 
1954, now in 2nd revised edilion) 

GRASSES OF WESTERN INDIA . By 
Toby & Patricia Hodd. Bombay 
Nalural History Society. 1982 

A CENTURY OF NATURAL HISTORY. 
Ediled by J. C. Daniel, Bombay 
Natural History Society. 1983 

TH~ BOOK OF I DIAN REPTILES . By 
J. C. Daniel, Bombay Natural 
History Sociel y. 1983 . 



• 
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MEMBERS' ACTIVITIES 

In the early seventies the Society 
commenceQ week eod field pro
grammes for its members in Bom
bay and nature camps at sanctuaries 
for its members throughout the 
country. 

The week end field programmes 
consist of nature walks in suitable 
localities, usually the Borivli Na
tional Park o'n the outskirts of Bom
bay . The nature walks introduced 
members to birds, butterflies, 
vegetation and other aspects of 
natural history interest. Another 
local field activity which has been 
continued on a long-term basis is the 
Bird Count at Borivli National Park 
(Sanjay Gandhi National Park). 
This monthly roadside count of 
birds over flXed stations of 1.5 km 
each in the Park is normally con
ducted on the third Sunday of each 
month and helps to train members 
in birdwatching and the collection 
of data on population nuctuations 
over a period of time. 

Other field projects have been 
associated with specific problems, 
such as the LeQpard Study Group 
which investigated the food of 
leopards in the Borivli National 
Park through fecal analysis. This 
study was prompted by the decision 
of the Park authorities to eliminate 
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through trapping the leopards in the 
Park to protect the introduced her
bivores. The study showed that the 
leopards preyed on stray dogs 
which, infaci, killed the introduced 

• 
deer! 

Another project aimed at 
teaching vegetation survey and 
phenology and natural cycle of life 
in a small area was the Pongam 
valley project at the Borivli National 
Park which was active in 1974-75. 

Nature Camps 
Nature Camps are organised for 
members in sanctuaries and national 
parks to give them first hllnd 
knowledge of the problems and 
needs of wildlife conservation. This 
is a continuing programme and 
camps have so far been held at 

(I) Gir National Park (1974) 
(2) Keoladeo National Park (1976) 
(3) Bandipur/ MudumalaiiNilgiris 

(1977) 
(4) Valley of Flowers National 

Park (1978) 
(5) Point Cali mere Sanctuary 

(1979) . .. 
(6) Manali, W. Himalayas (1980) 
(7) Pachmarhi (Satpura National 

Park) (1981) 
(8) Bandhavgarh National Park 

(1982) 
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MEMBERS' AcrlVITIES 

Photo: Dcvendra Patel 
Above. A battery of photographers 01 Bondho'l)gorh Sanctuary. Below. The object of rheir 
atfention 

Photo: N. Chaturvedi 
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M EMBERS' A CTIVITIES 

In (he Volley of Flowers. Garhwol Himalayas 

--

• 

AI Poillf Calimere, Tamil Nal/II 

Photos : G. C. Palel 
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-
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MEMBERS' A CTIVITIES 

, , 

I Plloto: G. C. Palci / 
A view of fhe pavilion alld all exhibi{ 01 the Snake Exhibition organised by 1-1. K. Divekor 
(/11(/ P. 8. Shekur ill 1980. Over 230,000 individuals visited this educational exhibition, 

Photo: R. Whitaker 
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Long term ongoing projects 

An ecological study of Bird Hazards 
at Indian Aerodromes 

Birds have become a hazard to air 
travel. A bird could hear and see 
propeller driven planes and ac
cidents were uncommon but when 
jets introduced subsonic and super
sonic flight , the chances of collision 
were heightened. 

To commercial jets birds are a 
hazard when they lanct.and take off 
and come within the normal flying 
heights of birds up to 3000 ft. To 
airforce planes which fly low and 
fast, birds are a critical hazard at all 
times. 

The specific aims of the project 
are: 
I. To identify all bird species that 
are potentially hazardous to aircraft 
in and around an aerodrome. 
2. To study the habits and basic 
ecological requirements of these 
bird species and find out the reasons 
for their occurrence in and around 
the aerodrome. 
3. To evolve ways to discourage the 
'problem birds' from frequenting 
the airfield and the entire air space 
used by aircraft in and around 
aerodromes, on a long-term basis. 

The project which is funded by 
the Aeronautics Research and 
Development Board of the Ministry 
of Defence has Dr Salim Ali as Prin
cipal Investigator and Dr Robert 
Grubh as Executive Investigator. 

The project has identified the 
birds which are hazards; vultures, 

74 

kites and OIher birds which soar; 
parakeets and mynas which fl y to 
roost in flocks; egrets and lapwings 
and grass dwelling birds which fre
quent the grass verges. Among sug
gested remedies arc slaught ering a nd 
processing animal ca rcases in ab
batoirs thus denying food to Ihe 
vultures, discouraging tree groves 
near airport s which attract roosting 
flocks, changing Ihe grass cover 10 

kinds which do nOI allract in secl s 
and insect eating birds . 

H y drabiolo gical (Ecological) 
Research Station, Keoladeo Ghana 
Sanctuary, Bharatpur, Rajasthan 

Keoladeo Ghana National Park at 
Bharatpur is a partially man made 
unique wildfowl habitat. Through 
summer and winter it supports an 
enormous concentration of birds, 
and holds as well mammals and rep
tiles. The project studies the com
ponents which make up this system 
function as a cohesive unit, such as 
the quality of the water and the 
chain of life that exists in it from the 
microscopic plants and animals to 
the fi sh which provides the major 
food of the birds, their season of 
abundance, the vegetation that pro
vides cover, food and nesting facili
(y, (h~ insects that provide the food 
for a variety of land birds, and the 
smaller animals, frogs, etc. The 
predators which keep the popula
tion in check. The interaction of 
animals and how ' the system 
operates from year to year is under 
investigation. 
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B IRD H AZARDS P ROJECf 

Causes/or birds becoming halards: Municipal dumps (above);/lensing carcoses in 'he open 
(below) 

PhOfO: R. B. Grubh 
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Photo: U. C. Palcl 

Aircraft alld possible bird hozords (above). Fleming and processing indoors. olle of the 
remedies (below) 

Photo: R. B. Grubh 
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HYDROBIOLOG ICAL PROJECT AT GHANA NATIONAL P ARK 
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'N' block with Typha and Nymphoides - in flower 

Nymphoides in flower 

Photos: v. S. Vijayan 
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HVDROBIOLOGICAL PROJ ECT AT GHANA NATIONAL PARK 

Parlial view of a Heronry Siberian Cranes Photos: v . S. Vijayan 
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HYDROBIOLOGICAL P ROJECf AT GHANA NATIONAL PARK 
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Mal-like formal ion of ipomoea - L Block 

Egret flocks in April Scirpus patch to Ihe righl o f Ihe pole 

Pho/os: V. S. Vijayan 

-
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The programme is originally for a 
five year term, but we hope that the 
research station we have established 
can be maintained on a long-term 
basis. 

Ecolcgy of Endangered Species and 
their habitat 

The losers to human development 
are the birds and mammals which 
live in habitats which provide man's 
major support systems: Grass and 
marshland dwelling animals, such as 
the lion, the swamp deer, wild buf
falo, rhinoceros, the bustard . A part 
of India's national heritage, their 
protection is an obligation we owe 
to future Indians. 

Two endangered animals are 
under study: the Great Indian 
Bustard and the Elephant. 

The Great Indian Bustard lives in 
the semi-arid region of Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Karnataka. It has 
adapted itself to living with the In
dian farmer, using both the fallow 
land surrounding his cultivation and 
his cultivated fields . 

A large, heavy, ground dwelling 
bird, the Great Indian Bustard is ex
elusive to the Indian subcontinent. 
It feeds largely on grasshoppers, 
small li zards and fruit, and IS 

generally a friend of the farmer. 

Though it was in tune with its 
neighbour, the farmer, our studies 
show that this is no longer true. I n
creasing human need is taking over 
scrub forest and grassland adjoining 
cultivation, used by the bustard for 
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breeding. the bustard lays and 
broods its single egg in such open 
country, that disturbance by cattle 
herds, dung collectors, and futil 
gatherers denies the tranquility re
quired by a brooding bustard . Our 
researches show that during the 
breeding ' season cattle and man 
should be kept away from the 
breeding grounds, but these can be 
freely used during the non-breeding 
season for grazing by the village cat
tle. In fact the land requires to be 
judiciously grazed as land over
grown with tall grass is unsuitable 
for the bustard . As our studies pro
gress it is evidel1l thaI the bustard, 
the friend of the fa rmer , can be sav
ed if we can keep at least some of 
the wilderness around our villages . 
How much land and in which areas 
is the object of our continuing 
study. 

The Asian Elephant. Through the 
centuries the elephant in India has 
been the keeper of the forest, the 
major controller of fores[ growth as 
it moved from forest to forest in its 
quest for food. From the Himalayas 
to the Cape wherever forests occur
red elephants also existed. But 

. recorded history shows that the 
elephant has been fighting a losing 
battle for its survival inspite of be
ing useful to man. 

Presently human needs are mak
ing inroads into its habitat and 
forestry practices of mono-cultures 
of teak and eucalyptus, the con
struction of dams and drowning of 
elephant habitats, the blocking of its 
traditional migratory paths have left 
the elephant with little chance of 



ENDA GERED SPECIES PROJ ECT - B USTARD 

Ad,,11 male in Kareru 

SlIbadu/f molt In Kafero. NOIf! Ihe narrow neck 

Photos: Asad Rahmani 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES PROJECT - BUSTARD 

A lightly grat.ed privDlejield (Nov. J982) 

Bustard drinking - Desert National Park 

Photos: Asad RahOlani 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES PROJECf - BUSTARD - ......... 

•• • 
".- . , 

Dung pickers in the Sanctuary 

• 

Cowherds in the main bustard area in the SanclUory aTe causes of disturbance , 

Photos: Asad Rahmani 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES PROJECT - ELEPHANT 

" 
• 

Photo: R. Whitaker 

The Asiatic elephant occurs in such varied hobilats as the Tropical Rajll Forests of Kalak· 
kad Hills of Tamil Nadu (above); and the swamps oj Kaziranga (below) 

Photo: M. Krishnan 



survival. Confrontation has resulted 
in man and elephants being killed. 
Our investigat ion is to determine 
which population have a chance for 
survival and how many elephant 
can survive in such populations and 
whet her man and elephant can co
exist. 

The programme of work will ex
tend intially over a period of five 
years. 

Studies 011 the Movement alld 
Populatioll structure of Indian A vi
fauna 

The Indi an subco ntinent has varied 
habitat types supporting rich avi
faunal communities. Some of the 
questions that require attention are: 
What would be the impact of the 
winlering migrants from the north 
on the habitats and the communities 
already occupying them? Where do 
the migrants disperse and what is 
the nature of the competition for 
prime zones between the residents 
and the migrants and how is it 
minimized? What are the faclOrs 
that contribute to or control in
terspecific competition and permit 
them to adapt themselves to the 
rapidly changing environmental 
conditions brought about by man 
o n thei r tr adi t ional winte rin g 
grounds? There seems to be an 
urgent need to examine these ques-

tions in order to understand the pre
sent trend of an an c ient 
phenomenon namely migration and 
before it is too late to find possible 
solutions for cushioning human im
pact on environment. 

The Society's project studies on 
the movement and population of 
birds in different habitat types, 
namely the freshwater ecosystem of 
Bharatpur and the marine 
ecosystem of Point Calimere. The 
mo ement and population 
elesl'where within the Peninsula will 
als0 be monit ored by carrying out 
short term ringing operations in 
selected habitats such as Harike 
Lake and Shivaliks in Punjab, 
Chil ka la ke in O r is a, a nd 
Eastern / Western Ghats of th e 
Peninsula. 

One o f the aim s of the studies at 
Bharatpur and Po 'nt Calimere is lO 
monitor the ecological regimes in 
relation to bird communities. 

It is hoped to correlate the 
dynamics of various regimes and 
analyse the nature of their mutual 
interaction. Various study plots will 
be intensively monitored. Baseline 
date of all regimes will be properly 
decumented and coded on perma
nent ba s is t o f ac ilitate 
statistical/computer analysis . 

The present investigation is for a 
period of five years. 
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Above. Migrant gulls, terns and waders on the saltjlols of PI Calimere Sanctuary, Tamil 
Nadu. Below. Some of the s~ies migr.ating 10 India 

Photo: S. A . .J-Iussain 
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AVIFAUNA PROJEcr 

• 

• 

The salfpans o/the P, Colimere Sanctuary 

Photo: S. A. Hussain 

• 

• 

A herd oj Blackbuck on the seashore 

Photo: R. Sugathan 
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Reminiscences in a lighter vein 

In 1950 the Bombay Natural 
History Society had advertised their 
need for a Curator. The salary was 
of a senior scale, and I, who had 
just completed my M.Sc. and was 
feeling on tOP of the world thought 
it would suit me ideally. I had never 
heard of the Bombay atural 
History Society! Truly a renection 
on how poorly it was known among 
the middle class in India, even 
among those who were genuinely in
terested like me, who, as a child, 
had collected the odd chrysalis and 
watched the bUllerny emerge; 
dismayed the household trying to 
preserve specimens which stubborn
ly continued the natural process of 
decay; wondered at the haunting 
call of the hawk-owl and listened 
with some trepidation to the howl of 
the jackals in the backyard of our 
house at Trivandrum . 

My opinion on suitabil ity was not 
shared by ttie Society'S administra
tion, but they did think that it would 
be an excellent idea to train up a 
suitable young person . I was offered 
the post of a Research Assistant on 
the inconsiderable salary of Rs. 
210/ - and told quite clearly that ac
commodation was a problem in 
Bombay and I should make my own 
arrangements . I accepted. 

Salim Ali was the Honorary 
Secretary; Humayun Abdulali who 
was the Joint Hon. Secretary, look
ed after the administration. I was 
accepted apparently meeting even 
Humayun 's somewhat exacting 
standards. The Society was then liv-
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ing with Phipsons . One climbed to 
the first noor of the old and caver
nous building at 6 Apollo Street and 
avoiding the Phipsons' rooms on 
the right entered the Society's rooms 
on the left to be greeted first by Mr. 
V. K. Chari, the Assistant Curator, 
a timid soul, who was often shown 
Humayun' s ' forbidding face" and 
was therefore always on tenter 
hooks. 

In the next alcove sat Humayun, 
at what is presently being used as the 
Committee meeting table. and 
abOUt six feet away to his left and at 
the same table, sat Salim Ali, 
studiously editing the Journal and 
available to Humayun for consulta
tions under the title of 'Salimbhai' 
and offering an obiter dicta on all 
problems. 

If you left by the door behind 
Salim Ali, turned left, and went 
down a flight of steps, you entered 
the Society's admihistrative offices, 
a small cubicle in which sat Fer
nandes, the stenotypist, a bright lad, 
who left for the Gulf in due 
course v to make more money, 
Krishnaswamy, the accountant, 
very clever, in fact a bit too clever, 
Wagle, in charge of the publica
tions, who I found slightly in
timidating from his habit of looking 
at you over his glasses and finally 
Venugopal, the odd job man and an 
avid stamp collector. 

At the Natural History Section of 
the Prince of Wales Museum about 
200 metres away, sat the rest of the 



staff, the Gallery Assistants who 
also maimained the Society's collec
tions . I sat with them . I was a freak 
10 them, a man with a degree. None 
had crossed the I ndian educational 
landmark, the Secondary School 
Leaving Certificate, but were vastly, 
though narrowly, experienced in 
their fi elds. Th ey watched to see 
whether I wouII:J Oaum my degree 
and when I did not, took me to their 
heart and taught me all they knew. 
There was Gilbert Nogueira , 
belligerent in outlook, spewing out 
at the slightest chance the names of 
butternies. He kept arranging and 
rearranging the collection of insects. 
He was also an excellent preparator 
of plaster casts of animals from the 
size of a whale shark to the smallest 
frog; Lawry Nogueira, not very 
bright but good at the preparation 
of ground work for exhibits; Ram 
Subhedar, the artist, the 'artful 
dodger' of the Section who created 
more trouble than paintings; Arjun 
Soma and Pandu, stolid peasants 
from the Konkan himerland, who 
had helped in the building of the 
·Galleries, and now spem their days 
as guards in the Galleries and finall y 
there was Joseph Gabriel, soft 
spoken, excellem preparalOr of 
birds and Salim Ali's right hand 
man in the field. II was he who real
ly ran the Section. Seated at his 
table near the window he would 
watch the arrival of Salim Ali 's 
mOlOrcycie at the Museum porch a 
hundred yards away. As soon as the 
motorcycle was sighted, he would 
call out to the nearest sepoy 
'Mathara lila' (the old man has 
come) and send him with a tarpaulin 

10 cover the motor cycle. The motor 
cycle, a shaft driven SUNBEAM, 
the only one of its kind in Bombay, 
was one of Salim Ali's cherished 
possessions. He travelled on it bet
ween the city and suburban Bandra 
at an average cruising speed of 80 
km per hour. One avoided travelling 
with him. We watched the next step. 
If the 'old man' walked off 10 the ' 
Society's rooms everybody relaxed; 
if he turned imo tre Museum, there 
was consternation, leas were gulped 
down, everyone rushed to his desk 
and the Section became studious. I 
did not have much 10 do in the 
beginning, but I learned from those 
who knew and learned by reading 
the Journal, the best background 
reading on Indian Natural History. 

II was Humayun who introduced 
me to frogs, taking me out on 
almost all weekends so that field 
out,ngs on weekends became a habit 
to such an extent that I am unable 10 
take a balanced view when the 
younger generation now at the 
Society does not show the same en
thusiasm. Collecting and identifying 
frogs was a pleasure for me pro
bably because frogs are the most 
non-violent among animals. 

Occasionally, I went out with 
Salim Ali. One of Salim Ali's 
greatest achievements is teaching 
young Indians to be punctual. In
dian standard time is to most In
dians, elastic, but Salim Ali's staff 
learned very speedily indeed, that 
time was a precise factor. If a BNHS 
man tells you a time he will keep il. 
He may even come a bit early 10 the 
area, but he will hang around and 
come in on the dol. 
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Gabriel was Salim Ali's alter ego 
in the field, they had been together 
in the field over so many years, that 
there was complete rapport. Gabriel 
handled the chores of the camp and, 
as I found out to my dismay when I 
accompanied them on a field trip to 
Berar, both were able to survive on 
a minimum of food . ~ntil I was able 
to come to an arrangement with the 
~ook, I had a rather unnerving time, 
but after that I was able to refuse 
the next chapali that was offered to 
me at the table with aplomb. It was 
during the Berar trip that Salim Ali 
made a discovery that he has since 
repeated to his assistants and 
students at almost every field camp. 
I! seems that while on the Travan
core State Bird Survey, he had often 
shared the dak bungalows with a 
state official who was on a survey 
tour for the State Education Depart
ment. They became quite friendly 
and though they did not corres-
pond, the goodwill remainea . He 
asked me whether I knew him and 
when I replied that the person was 
my father, he was most pleasantly 
surprised. He had not been able to 
place me earlier from the unfor
tunate habit we have in South India 
of not using a surname. 

Field trips with Salim Ali were 
educative in more ways than one. 
Apart from learning scientific exact
nes, one learned the gravity of 
handling public funds, the accoun
tability not only to the donor but 
also to oneself, that it must be 
frugally spent.and made to give the 
maximum benefit. Nothing was said 
but the example was set. It is a 
lesson which has been well learned 
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by all the assistants he trained . Not 
only have all of them copied his 
beard, they have also assimilated his 
rigid standards in the handling of 
public funds. 

Field outings with Humayun were • 
not so exacting and one could relax. 
He was more a sponsman-naturalist 
than a scientist. An excellent small 
game shot, the ducks and waders he 
bagged during the season were kept 
for the collection only when of par
ticular interest; the others we ate. I 
have often watched with amusement 
as he religiously 'hallaled' birds 
which had been dead for hours, 
before he took them into the house 
to his mother! In the non-shooting 
season we hunted frogs and reptiles, 
and made the odd quests of natural 
hist9ry interest. 

The five years I spent at the Socie
ty I would consider my post
graduate training in the study of 
mammals, birds, reptiles and am
phibians of India, with training in 
taxidermy, museum organisation 
and Journal editing as bonus points . 
Unfortunately, the relationship bet
ween the Museum and the Society 
had soured to such an extent that 
working conditions became quite 
impossible and I gladly accepted the 
position of Curator at the Natural 
History Museum, Darjeeling. When 
I returned five years later in 1960 as 
Curator of the Society, the whole 
complexion of the Society had 
changed. Government had in the 
meanwhile literally acted out 
Solomon's judgment-cut the baby 
in half, and given the exhibit half to 
the Museum and the collection half 
to the Society. The Society was no 



longer content to be small and som
nolent. The Bird Migration Project 
which had commenced a year earlier 
had enlarged the scope of its field 
commitments. The break with the 
Museum and Phipsons . was for
tuitous, and the Society had become 
a field natural history organization 
more interested in studying the live, 
than collecting the dead, specimens. 
The work was more exciting and 
challenging and with the completion 

of Hornbill House, a hundred 
metres from the old address at 
Apollo Street, what had happened 
to the Society in 1884, happened 
again-:-more members joined, more 
members participated and it has 
been possible to build up a hard core 
of conservation oriented younger 
members and the future of the 
Society seems secure. 

J. C. DANtEL 

Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan by Salim Ali & S. Dillon 
Ripley 

• 
September 1983 saw two momentous events in Indian ornithology. The 
Centenary of the Bombay Natural History Society and the publication of 
the Compact Edition of the Handbook orthe Birds of India alld 
Pakistan together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan (and Sri 
Lanka . Both events are inextricably linked, the compilation of the 
original Handbook having taken . shape under the auspices of the Bom
bay Natural History Society. 

The Handbook in ten volumes must be regarded as one of the most 
remarkable and ambitious Post-Independence Publication Projects 
undertaken in India . The first volume was published in 1968 (a second 

. edition in 1978) and the ienth was released by Mrs Indira Gandhi in 1974, 
a fining recognition of the importance of the event. (The brochure for 
the occasion added a charming footnote: 'To ensure good wearing 
qualities and resistance to insect attack, paper with over 75 per cent rag 
content and waterproof binding cloth have been specially manufactured 
for ihe Handbook'!) The Handbook describes all the 1200 species of 
birds, in nearly 2100 forms, 10 be seen in the Indian Subcontinent, pro
vidirg information on distribution,habits, biQlogy, diet, voice, etc. and 
is illustrated by 113 magnificent colour plates in addition to sketches, 
maps and diagrams . 

. The Compact Edition is a remarkable piece of production , the volume 
costs almost one-third of the price of the original ten-volume set, is 
economical of space and handier 10 consult. Ideal for all those who could 
not a fford the original or grudged the space. 
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TH E SECOND CENTURY 

PRIME MINISTER 
INDIA 

MESSAGE 

Greetings to the Bomba¥ Natural History 
Society for its centenary celebrations. 

In these 100 years the Society has 
done much valuable work. Its activities have 
extended not only in Bomba.y but fa.r and 
wide, even beyond our country. 

Through its systematic and scientiftc 
jltudies, the Society has contributed 
Significantly to increasing knowledge of our 
mammals, birds, reptiles and other fauna 
and flora. It has aroused public interest and 
enthusiasm in Nature and its preservation. 
Its publications have brought pleasure to an 
ever growing audience. It has helped us in 
the legislation for the protection ofwildl1fe. 

The Society's efforts are important for 
conservation, nature education and research 
and merit encouragement from all caring 
organisations and people. 

My good wishes for the continued 
success of the Society. 

New Delhi 
August 12, 1983 

( Indira Gan i) 

93 



SEPTEMBER 15, 1983 AT HORNBILL HOUSE 

• 

Clockwise: Dr Salim Ali, Mr. D. J. Panday and Dr. C. V. Kulkarni awaiting the Prime 
Minister's arrival 

Clockwise: Dr C. V. Kulkarni, Mr. R . E. Hawkins, Mr. H . K. Di..,ekar and Mr M. D. 
Aghorkar in conversation be/ore the Prime Minister's arrival 



, 
Dr Salim Ali and Dr A. N . D. Nanavati receive the Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister receives a bouquet from the seniormosl staff member, Mr J. S. Serrao 

, 
• • 

l 

• 9S 



/ 

• 

I I 

• 

, 
• 

Staff and Execul;ve Committee and special illvitees al the juncfion 
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The Prime Minister giving the lSI Prize in (h~ 
6-9 years age group of /h~ Cenlenory wfJdlif~ 
Pointing Compelilion 10 

Prodip Poppochan 

Age 9, oJlhe Sulochonodevi Singhonia High 
School, Jekegrom, Thane 

I 
Below. Pradip Pappachall alld his prize win,,-
• • f • • • 
mg pomtmg 

, 
• • , 

~ 
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• 
The Prime Minister giving Ihe lSI prize in 
IO-/J years age group 0/ the Centenary 
Wildlife Po;nt;ng Competition to 

Anohita FollohVIdeh 

Age /J, oj the Queen Mary's High Schoo/, 
Bombay 

Below. Anahita Fallohr.odeh and her prize 
winning painting 

• 



The Prime Minister presenting Ihe lSI pr;~e in 
the /4-/7 years age group 0/ the Centenary 
~YUdlife poinling Competition 10 

• 

Jyoli Mehla 

Age 15, 0/ SI Anne Girls' High School, 
Dobul. Bombay 

Below. Jyoli Mehta and her prize wi"ning 
painting 
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The Prime Minister receives copies of project reports f rom the Assistant Curator, Mr 
Naresh Chaturvedi; Mrs R. B. Gm bh, the Nature Education nrganiser looks on 

• " ,\ , 
• 

100 
The Society 's staff at the entrance of Hornbill House 



• 

BomEay Natura{ History Society 

Inauguration of 
I rE Centenary CeLe rations 

at Tata Tlieatre 
on SeptemEer 15, 1983 

Programme 

* inl'OC1U:ion 

* PresenwtiolL of Bouquets 

* Audio-Visua{ - 'A CentUl), 0/ Natura{ 
HistO/)" 

* Weli:of1l£ Address Gy Dr. Sdlim Ali 

* Ligflting of CmtelUll)' Lamp Gy tf/e 
Prime Minister 

* Re!ease of Cmtenal)' Stamp Gy tf/e Prime 
Minister 

* Refease of CmtelllJl)' PuGficatiollS &y tlie 
Prif1l£ Minister 

* Address Gy tfie Prime MilLister 

* Vote of tfulIlks 
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The Prime Minister being illfroduced to the members of Ihe Organizing Commillee: Mrs 
SMrin Mody. Moj. Gen . E. D'Souza, Mr D. Goenko by Mrs D. S. Voriova 01 Ihe Tala 
Theatre 

Dr Salim Ali and Mrs D. S. Variova escorting tile Prime Minister to her seat 
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Archis Grubh. the youngest member, presenting a bouquet 10 'he Prime MiniSler 

, 

The Chief Minister, the Governor and Mrs I.H.F. Lalif be;"g prese" led bouquets 
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• 

'*11 ~"fI : 

Invocation being sung by Sunil Nadkami 

'i\?,'Q, 

ill&); q{is - {IJIIl/OJ': 

ell ",'iloli1 

• 

It's rammg, rivers are overflowing, musth elephants are trumpeting, 
peacocks are dancing, showing their glory, monkeys are relieved for it 
has cooled down. The whole atmosphere is so lovely, that an unhappy 
soul like me is also refreshed . 

From: KISHKINDHAKAND RAMAYAN 

By: VA LMIKI 
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W ELCOME ADDRESS 

Natural . 
Society 
Cente~ar 

Madame Prime Minister, Air Chief 
Marshal Latif, Honourable Chief 
Minister and distinguished guests . It 
gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you all to the inauguration of the 
2nd Century of the Bombay Natural 
History Society. 

After the audio-visual we have 
seen, most of us should have a good 
idea of how the Society came into 
being and of its history, develop
ment and activities in the hundred 
years we are completing today. My 
own earliest recollection of the 
Society is of around the year 1904, 
not so very long after it was formed. 
A kindly old shikari uncle - one of 
the earliest Indian members - had 
taken me in tow to one of the friend-

Iy informal monthly socials where 
the handful of members exhibited 
their collections of miscellaneous 
natural history objects and exchang
ed notes. These soirees were arrang
ed by Mrs. Millard, the Honorary 
Secretary's . wife, whose famous 
chocolate cake, welcome presence 
and charming personality always 
made shy visitors feel at ease. 
However, for me personally a more 
purposeful association with the 
Society than the chocolate cake par
ties commenced. only after . th.e 
Yellowthroated Sparrow incident in 
1906 or '07 when, armed with an in
troduction. from my uncle, I dif
fidently took the little bird I had 
shot with my air gun to the Bombay 
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Natural History Society for iden
tification. A small Indian boy being 
so much interested in a bird was 
such a novel experience for the 
genial Honorary Secretary, that he 
took special pains to show me the 
many species of sparrows in the 
Society's collection and explain 
their differences. This was the point 
at which my interest in birds was 
really sparked off and which 
developed into a passion with the 
years. It was much later, in 1916, 
that I joined the Society as a 
member but still I find that I am 
the oldest on the rolls. Thus, as 
Elder Statesmen, I may perhaps 
hopefully crave your indulgence for 
giving you oday what may seem 
rather inconsequential personal 
reminiscences and observatio.ns. 

Due to the lack of interest in . 
natural history among middleclass . 
Indians, the vast majority of the 
Society's membership from its in
ception almost up to the second 
World War had remained foreign ~ 
chiefly British civil and military ser
vice personel, planters and 
businessmen. Stark realization of 
this lopsidedness came only after 
our Independence in 1947 with the 
Indianisation of the Services, over
night as it were. With the departure 
of the British from India there was 
an alarming spurt of resignations, 
with the prospect of losing many 
more repatriate members when the 
time ~ame for ren~wal of the annual 
subscription. A desperate represen
tation made by the Society to Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru elicited a 
positive and characteristically pro
mpt response. We were given a new 
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lease of life in which to build up an 
adequate Indian membership to 
replace what had been lost, mean
while the Government of India 
would see to it that the Society kept 
ticking. 

The first half of the Society's cen
tury was perhaps the most produc
tive period for Indian mamrnalogy, 
just as the second half has been for 
ornithology. In 1929-31, the impor
ta!)t scientific results obtained from 
the Vernay Ornithological Survey of 
the Eastern Ghats, till then prac
tically unknown country, had 
underscored the desirability of 
similar field surveys in other little 
known pans which stood as a 
serious gap in our knowledge of the 
overall bird fauna of the subconti
nent. The Society's Mammal survey 
a few years before had 
demonstrated that to supplement 
the voluntary contribution of 
members the most productive way 
of acquiring comprehensive study 
material was to employ 
knowledgeable paid field collectors 
to procure specimens methodically 
over a sustained period of time in 
the different areas for taxonomical 

_ study by museum experts. But the 
problem, as always, was how to find 
the considerable funds needed for 
such an exercise? However, a pro
vidential combination of two totally 
fortuitous circumstances came to 
the. Society's aid. The first was the 
'cheering' news I got on return from 
study leave in Germany, that the 
Government of Bombay had mean
while axed the post I had held in the 
Natural History Museum due to 
financial stringency. Jobless but un-



willing to lose contact with or
nithology, I offered to conduct 
regional field surveys gratis for the 
Bombay Natural History Society if 
they could find funds for the actual 
worlting expenses. Modest funds 
were not very difficult for the Socie
ty to raise as most of the key ad
ministrative positions in the Native 
States at that time were held by 
senior British officials, most of 
whom were sportsmen-naturalists 
and keen members of the Bombay 
Natural History Society. Thus the 
surveys were conducted, and in the 
next 15 years or so we were able to 
cover, fairly thoroughly, practically 
all the unworked areas in the sub
continent. The Bhutan Survey was 
fund~d entirely by the late King 
Jigme Dorje Wangchuck; Sikkim, 
the Mishmi Hills of Arunachal 
Pradesh, and some of the other 
surveys by the late Dato Loke Wan 
Tho of Singapore, a valued friend 
and benefactor of the Society. 
Subsequently several short collec
ting expeditions to the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands under the 
leade'rship of Mr Humayun Ab
dulali, a veteran ornithologist 
member, added much valuable 
material to the Society's bird collec
tion, as have the several short 
BNHSI Smithsonian Institution col
lecting trips undertaken jointly by 
myself and Dr S. Dillion Ripley, 
another constant helper and weU
wisher, and my co-author of the 
HANDBOOK OF T HE BtRDS OF INDIA 

AND PAKISTAN. 

From the tattered account book 
of Ihe Travancore/ Cochin survey 
1932-33, fortuitously salvaged from 

some miscellaneous junk, I notice 
with much astonishment and a sense 
of utter disbelief that the entire ex
penditure on the 5 months of field 
work came to Rs. 2458/ -. This in
cluded 2 separate return rail 
journeys from Bombay for two, 
plus one servant and considerable 
excess luggage, messing for four 
persons, servant's pay, private bus 
transport for camp shifts, daily 
wages of local shikaris, and all other 
odds and ends. It seems truly 
unbelievable how much it was possi
ble to accomplish in those days with 
a little bit of judicious skimping and 
living largely off Ihe land , and on 
how little. It was lucky for the 
Society and for Indian Ornithology 
that so much ground could be 
covered by those regional surveys 
while things were so vastly less ex
pensive, and time was not of the 
essence for me. 

Today field research is a very dif
ferent proposition, involving far 
more money, to be done in much 
less time and with professional, 
speoially trained scientists. 

With the rockelting cost of 
transport, goods and services, such 
unhurried in-depth surveys are un
thinkable today as they would be 
completely beyond the means of an 
unendowed institution like the Bom
bay Natural History Society. 

In 1929 when I had wished to 
specialize in ornithology, there was 
no institution in India equipped for 
imparting such training, and I had 
to go abroad. Many years later, 
when the Bombay Natural History 
Society had acquired the necessary 
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expertise and competence to fiII this 
gap we were able to persuade the 
University of Bombay to recognise 
the Society as a guiding institution 
for post-graduate studies in Field 
Ornithology, and later also for 
Mammalogy and Herpetology. 
Since 1958 the Society had produced 
5 M.Sc., and 5 Ph.D. s., all scientists 
of a calibre that would do credit to 
any scientific institution . Some of 
these bright young men and women 
now teach in various universities; 
others have been absorbed into the 
several major projects of the Society 
funded by the Government of India 
or jointly with American institu-

tions . The Society hopes that with 
the support of the Governments of 
India and of Maharashtra, and with 
the traditional munificence of in
dustrialists in Bombay, it wiII be in a 
position to retain the services of 
these well-tested young scientists 

• 
upon the termination of the ongoing 
projects, at our proposed field sta
tion which is one of my most 
cherished . second century pipe
dreams. 

I now request the Prime Minister 
to inaugurate the second Century of 
the Society by lighting the inaugural 
lamp. 
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Audio visual 

To set the mood for the Inaugural fun ctio n, a special audio visual 
o n the Society entitled 'A Century of Natura l History' caplUred the 
spirit o f the Society's history and contri butio n over the past 100 
years, and tOllched on some of its concern on the threshold of il s 
second century. The 17 minute presentati on (using 3 slide projec
tors and a dissolve unit, wi th synchronised mllsic and commentary) 
cOlllains over 250 sl ides generously contribut ed for thi s purpose by 
29 ph otographers. , 

Production. Dilnavaz Variava and Jhelum Daru 
Music Selection . D. J . Panday 
Voice. Partap Sharma 
Technical consultant . J . C. Daniel 

Photographs by 
Sa lim Ali , R. A. Acharya , M. R. Almeida , G. Archibald , 

ta nley and Belinda Breeden, A. Chando la , J . Cordo, 
E. R. C. Davidar, H. Denzau, R. G ru bh, E. Hanumantha 
Rao , S. A . Hussain , Headline Pho to Library, P . Jackson, 
I. D. Kehimk ar, . Manjeshwar, C . Mukerji, R. aoroji, 
S . R. Nayak, G. Neumann, G. C. Pa tel , A. R. Rahmani , 
U. Rane, D. Sequeira, G. S. Siddhu , A. Stevens, 
O . Thayil , J . van Gruisen, D. S. Vari ava, W.W.F. India. 



LiGHTING OFTHE CE TENARY LAMP 

f 
• 

, 
\ 

• 

The Prime Minister lights the Lamp to Ihe Second CelJlllry - Mrs Joyce Periero o[ the 
Society's staff assisting 
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RELEASE OF THE CENTENARY STAMP 

, 

. The Prime Minister releases the Centenary Postage Stamp handed over to her by the Depu-. . 
Iy Minister for Communications. Shri D. N . Godgil 
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Description of Designs 

Both the stamp and the first day cover have 
been designed by J. P. Irani. The stamp 
shows ' Hornbill ' , which is the logo of BOI11-

bay Natural History Society. Cancellation 
has been designed by Alka Sharma. 

T ECH NICAL DATA 

Date of issue 
Denomination 
Overall size 
Printing size 
Number per issue sheet .. 
Colour 

Perforation 
Paper 

Printing Process 
Number printed 
Printed al 

15 .9.1983 
100 P . 

3.91 x 2.90 cm 
3.SS x 2.54 cm 

35 
Multicolour 

13 x 13 
un watermarked 
adhesive stamp 

paper 
Photogravure 

15,00,000 
lndia Security 

Press 

"' ~ /WI flwi4l . 
",. ,. MNIW..-n)II"r tIXIl1Y 

, 

m 
BOMBAY 

15·9-83 

. / 

Mr J. P. lroni, the forem ost Indian bird ar
tist. a member of Ihe &x:iely and iIIustrQuir 
of the Society 's publications 
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~r r1n 
Above. The Prime Minister being presented by the Curolor wilh a copy 0/ A PICTORIAL 
GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT, by Solim Ali & S. Dillon 
Ripley. illustrated in colour by John Henry Dick for release. Below. The Prime Minister 
formally releasing the Society's Cemenary publicotion A PICTORIAL GU IQE TO THE 
BIRDS OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT 

I1 YJl 
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Bombay Natural History Society 
Centenary Publications 

A PICTORIAL 
GU IDE 

TO THE BIRDS OF TH E 
INDIAN SUBCONTINENT 

BY 

SALIM ALI & S. DILLON RIPLEY 
With 106 plates depicting 

all the birds by John 
Henry Dick , 

• 
Oxford University Press, 1983 

Size 26 x 19.5 cm; 177 pp. 

Identifying birds correctly in the 
field is the first step to enjoyable 
and meaningful bird watchiAg. For 
the beginner or inexpert ,asual wat
cher proper guidance is essential. 
Personal guidance by a competent 
field ornithologist is of course the 
best form of learning, but it is not 
always readily available . The 
second-best aid to mastering the art 
is through good colour illustrations . . 
Good colour pictures and simple 
descriptions are to be found in 
several recent bird books, but these 
are mostly of a regional character 
and even as such the illustrations 
cover only a small proportion of the 
total bird fauna of their respective 
areas . The only comprehensive 
work on birds covering the Indian 
subcontinent as a whole, HAND· 
BOOK OF THE BIRDS OF INOlA AND 
PAKISTAN, contains, only some 900 
illustrations out of the 1220+ 
species described from the area. 

Even these are spread out on 113 
plates over the 10 volumes compris
ing the set, scattered among the text 
pages of each volume. 

This Pictorial Guide is unique in 
that it depicts all the bird species 
found in the Subcontinent arranged 
family-wise on 106 plates which 
follow one another in systematic 
order and are thus easy to find . The 
excellent ill ustrations, moreover I 
have the advantage of consistency in 
quality, all being the work of a 
single artist, the well -known 
American bird painter John Henry 
Dick. They make supplemental ver
bal descriptions of the birds redun
dant, but concise information con
cerning status , size, habitat and 
distribution within subcontinental 
limits has been provided . 

JOHN HENRY DICK 

John Henry Dick is one of 
America' s foremost bird artists. His 
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interest in natural history was spark
ed off during boyhood hunting trips 
with his father i"n Islip, Long Island . 
Two years at the Yale Art School 
helped him to develop his natural 
artistic talent. John Henry Dick is a 

widely travelled man: some of his 
more spectacular trips include ex
peditions to the Northern and 
Southern Polar regions, Africa, 
New Guinea, Galapagos and India. 

-
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The Prime Minister formally releasing the Society's Centenary publication A CENTURY 
OF NATU RA L HISTOR Y. edited by 1. C. Daniel. (he Curalor of the Society 

A CENTURY.OF NATURAL 
HISTORY 

Ediled by 

J . C. DANIEL 

With 12 coloured and 141 monochrome 
plates and numerous text pictures 

Bombay NalUral Histo ry Society, 1983 

Size 25 .S x 19 .5 em; xxii + 759 pp. 

This anthology, classified under 
sections: General, Expeditions and 
Treks, Huntin g, Fishing, 
Photograp hy, Mammals, Birds, 
Reptiles, Fishes, Insects, Spiders, 
Other invertebrates, and Botany, 
presents a selection from among the 
best natural history articles publish
ed in the Journal of the Society dur
ing the hundred years (1883-1983) of 

its existence. Over the years the 
Journal has offered to the 
discriminating reader, a melange of 
fascinating articles on Indian 
natural history, a term which broad
ly covers the amateur interests as 
well as the serious scientific resear
ches on the fauna and flora of the 
Oriental region by the members of 
the Society. 
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Excerpts of the speech of the Prime 
Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi at 
the inauguration of the Centenary 
Celebrations of the Natural History 
Society at Bombay on September 
15, 1983. 

Dr Salim Ali, members of the 
BNHS, those who co-inhabit our " 
planet but who speak no human 
language, I am delighted to par
ticipate in the centenary celebration 
of this Society. 

From small beginnings, the Bom
bay Natural History Society has 
grown to be a truly important na
tional institution with a high inter
national reputation. Its cause is one 
that is dear to my heart, and vital 
for the conservation of our 
beautiful earth . 

We humans share the earth with 

116 

many species. For a long period 
after the human race came into be
ing, we were close to nature. yet at 
war with it and other larger species 
for survival. Over the millennia the 
development of the human brain 
has enabled humankind to gain 
unimagined control over our planet. 
What awesome responsibility it is to 
have such authority, to have the 
power to mould the future not only 
for ourselves but for all species, and 
it may be of this planet too. 

The Bombay Natural History 
Society is the oldest scientific society 
in India. In its early years it was 
largely responsible for the iden
tification and documentation of In
dia's fauna and avifauna, and 
established a fine natural history 
museum and library. It was the first 
organisation to undertake mammal 
surveys in India. Nothing like this 
has been done since then, even by 
our Zoological Survey. Dr Salim Ali 
has spoken of a field station, I wish 
it well. It is proposed to have a Wet 
Lands Research Centre in Bharat
pur under the aegis of the Wildlife 
Institute and this Society will be 
associated in setting it up !and runn
ing it. 

But the work that is closest to 
nature-lovers of all ages is the 
literature the Society has brought 
out. Dr Salim Ali's THE BOOK OF IN
DIAN BtRDS and Prater's THE BOOK 
OF tNDtAN ANIMALS opened out a 
whole new world to many Indians. I 
had always loved animals but I 
didn't know much about birds until 
the high walls of Naini prison shut 
us off from them , and for the first 
time I paid attention to bird song, I 



noted the songs and later, on my 
.elease was able to identify the birds 
from Dr. Salim Ali's book. 

For those who care, conservation 
needs no justification or explana
tion . But there is a big gap between 
the intention and the deed . The ex
ploding population, · expa nding 
cultivation and industry and other 
development programmes, the 
desire to hasten material progress 
and perhaps above all, human greed 
have already done incalculable 
damage to many species of plant 
and animal life and to the earth's 
capacity for self-renewal. Basically, 
there is no conflict between conser
vation and economic development 
or between the immediate and the 
enduring. Indeed, in the long run 
neither can survive without the 
other. But we cannot wish away the 
problem. We cannot allow people to 
think that we care more for animals 
and plants than for the under
privileged. If a project is to be aban
doned it has to be substituted by 
something equally meaningful to the 
local population. In order to suc
ceed any such programme needs 
public awareness and involvement 
on a mass scale . Education through 
books, word of mouth, mental at-

• 

titudes inculcated through 
childhood, or any other means is 
our best instrument. This is a 
challenge to members of the Socie
ty. 

One cannot speak of thi s 
Society without mentioning that 
distinguished and lovable personali
ty, Dr. Salim Ali. For the last 50 
years he has been the doyen of con
servationists and has shouldered 
much of the responsibility for the 
present growing consciousness of 
Indians in conservation. 

The Indian Board for Wildlife has 
decided to institute a National 
Award for Wildlife Conservation 
for outstanding work in the field 
and all are agreed that the first reci
pient should be Dr Salim Ali. I am 
glad to announce the presentation 
of this gold medal and my greetings 
to him and to countless others 
whose names and work are less 
known. 

On this centenary day, I wish the 
Society a bright future. May it 
achieve even greater success in 
reconciling human beings with their 
Mother Earth. 

My good wishes to you all. 
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The Prime Minister hands over 10 the President, Dr Salim Ali, the letter of intellt from the 
Government of Maharash tra granting land for the Society's proposed Field Research 
Cenlre 
R.O.Pradhan 

Chirl SCC"rf'ury 

Dear Or. Salim Ali, 

D. O.No.lND-2681/25444/2658-G6(R&FD) 
General Administration Department, 
Mantralaya, Bombay-400 032. 
14th September, 1983 . 

I am desired to convey that on the occasion of the 
Centenary Celebrations of the Bombay Natura l History Society , 
the Government of f~aharast,tra have decided to offer to the 
Society l and measuri ng 13 hectares' and 56 ares(33 acres and 
20 gun thas) situated at Survey No . 188, Village Klerabad , 
Taluka Boriva l i for the proposed Fie ld Research Centre for 
study of Ornithology and t o house the Society ' s University 
Department affi l iated to the Bombay University. 

I am glad to add that as a specia l case the Government 
has decided that theland valued at about Rs. 401akhs should 
be offered to the Society at a nominal rent of Re.l/ - per 
annum. The other terms and conditions of the grant will be 
cqmmunicated to the Society shortly. 

WCi.Y'" ~o.~ I 

Or. Sa lim Al i, 
PreSident, . 
Bombay Natural History Society, 
Bombay . 

Yours sincerely, 

1Wfl~ 
. .;-;;:::-::;;:::-;--::-:. 

(R.O.Pradhan) • , 



The views 0/ members and guests present at the Inauguration o/the Second Century o/the 
Bombay Natural History Society - 15th September 1983 

Photos: O. C. Patel 
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Appreciation 

Bombay Natural History Society thanks the well wishers of the 
Society who favoured this Centenary Hornbill issue by kindly 
responding to our request for advertisements. Their 
magnanimous gesture has helped the Society in meeting the 
cost of production of the Centenary Hornbill to a great extent. 
Their advertisements follow this page, and we ennumerate 
them in the order they appear. 
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With the Best Compliments from 

CEMINDIA 

CEMINDIA COMPANY LIMITED 

Civil, Mining and Specialist Engineers 

Regd. Office 
APEEJA y HOUSE 

DINSHAW VACHHA ROAD 

BOMBA Y 400 020 

.. 

P. O. Box 11006 
Telephones 22076712207381221190 
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EXCELLENCE IS THE AIM 

Education is not an easy way towards employment but a train
ing to make better men and women. And to improve education 
we must tackle it at its very rool. I feel strongly that our educa
tion must aim at excellence. 

-Sml. Indira Gandhi. 

Maharashtra has taken sure and concrete steps for the spread 
of education during the last 10 months, aiming at the excellence 
of education underlined by our Prime Minister. 

Some of the steps taken are: 
* Free education to girls upto secondary standard; 
* Annual income limit for fee concession raised from Rs. 4,800 

to Rs. 10,000. This will mean free education to about 900/0 of 
the students; 

* The State Government will provide free education to the first 
25 in the secondary and higher secondary examinations; 

* To check the percentage of drop-outs among the poor and the 
needy girls, implementations of the Savitribai Phule Adoption 
Scheme, which will benefit about 1 lakh girls this year; 

* Sanction to open 165 New Primary, 602 Secondary Schools 
and 55 Colleges this year; . 

* Special efforts to promote Hindi; 
* Steps for spread of Technological and Technical Education, to 

meet the growing requirements of skilled hands 'and 
Technologists; 

* Four P01ytechnics only for girls; 
* An experts Committee to advise on the maintenance of the 

quality and standard of technical education; 
* A High Power Committee for the development of Sanskrit 

language. 

EDUCATION WITH STRESS ON EQUALITY OF ACCESS 
TO USHER A TRUE PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY. 
Directorate General of Information and Public Relations, Bom
bay. 
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With the Best ComplimefJts from 

EAGLE METAL PRINTERS PVT LTD 

21-A, SONE BAUG 
BEHIND BAJSONS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
CHAKALA ROAD 
ANDHERI EAST 

• 

BOMBAY 400 093 

• 

• 

Telephones 394852 (Office); 564773 (Factory) 

• 



-

We've 
left our mark on 
- water .. . 

--

-

• --
-

~~~ __ ::? We mean - to leave it on 
~ ! 

.-the hallmark Of leadership 

- the entire _-=... environment. 
We are pioneers and leaDers 

in water· treatment 
tectlnologv for two [jK3oes 
- from ion exChangers to 
eQuipment and ChemicalS. 

W111e expanding Old 
frontlers, we explOre new 
ones - in environmental 
management. TO meet 
toaa!(S and tomorrow 
neeas 
OUr Attlvltfes 

R&D, New PrOJects, 
Manufacturing. TUrnkey 
Comract1ng ancl Marketing In 
Water Treatment, Effluent 
Treatment, OllOl1natlon, 
Reverse OSmosis, 
Ultra·Filtratlon, ion 
ExChangers & ChemicalS, SOlId 
FuelS, Blomass-Gasiflers,RSh 
Farming. EnergV Plantation. 

ION EXOiANCE 
(lNOlAJ UM TEO 
Tleo<.oo HoJSe, 
D'" E- MOSES Road. Manaaxml, 
BOI, 1bay-400 011. 



• 

• 

• 

K. K. POONJA & SONS 

CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS * HESSAIN 
AND JUTE GOODS 

A UTHORISED AGENTS 

Messrs. TIDE WATER OIL CO. (1) LTD 
FOR 'VEEOOL' LUBRICANTS & GREASES 

• 

19121, DALAL STREET, FORT, BOMBAY 400 023 

Telephones 2740901274164. Res . 8128106. Grams RENTACAR 

Works. 1/ 48, G.I. D.C. V API 396 195 (GUJARAT STATE) 

Phone 1120 

• 

• 



'fiZll'e nQQk~ 
au!iqtcle ~t-1q~\)iMq~ 
cJOW1~ J.:1tr,'X)2~S; efc~ 

, 

M. AaJe / p.w..~/ P-We'lwW'OlA / ~fOta.flO\It 
err j,2 yOU-; SPU¥=- ,ure.f"'~ u, ~y .t~i11es>/ 
~essjl1t1/ tUt5 / f.w{,(,iu/5~2rs, qaw~ / eJ.::: : 

COlAndf .JLWUf.X Ollia./ 
I~/ Cj,(,U,l ba..Iltt e~aM.fLtA.s / I J$X)2. 
CUU4ta-J/a ~jJl f\.oa.J/ S"lMbtUf 4~036~ 

For consultation 
write giving full particulars 
or phone residence 350649 
before 9-30 a. m. 



We, at MMC, 
have cause to know 

, 

more about nature. Mineral, it is said, 
is an animal, albeit, a dead one. 

Our hunt for this dead animal takes 
us to the farthest corners. The idea is 
to give it life, as it were, so that the 
benefit from it accrues to mankind. 

Our men know about nature more 
than anyone else. They are exposed to 

nature to such an extent that they 
have learnt to live with it harmoniously, 

as Tagore had wanted. Our men 
know about rock forming minerals 
and ore minerals. You ask our men, 
to which of the three rock minerals 
Kyanite belongs and snap will come 

the answer, "metamorphic" 

Our men know that nature will not be 
intimidatory provided you have 

sympathy for it. They also know that 
if volcanoes cause destruction, 

they also throw up some of the finest 
gems, like our Tourmaline for example. 

Nature beckons to us because 
it knows we are friendly to it. It loves 

being dressed up by us because 
it is enabled to parade its virtues before 

mankind. What more proof one 
wants of the friendliness of nature 

when all that one has to do is to look 
at our farm at Phondaghat to know 

how bountiful it has been. 

We, at MMC, affirm and reaffirm 
our faith in the conservation of 

natural wealth. 

Maharashtra Minerals 
Corporation ltd .. 

511\1100', Industrial Assurance Building , 
Churchgate. Bombav· 400 020. 

Telephone : 221113 Telex: 11 · 37 47 MMCC IN 

oW, 
Kyanite Mines at Dahegaon 
Silica Mines at Phondaghat 

Bauxite Mines at Shriwardhan 

• 
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New from Oxford 

The Compact /Edition of the 
Handbook of the Birds 
of India and Pakistan 
SALIM ALl & S. DIllON RIPLEY 
The COmpaCI Edilion ( in one volume) contains the complete text 
o f the ten volumes o f the Handbook and the full range of 
illustrations in them. The text type and black-and·white 
illustrations have been reduced pholOglaphicaUy to twO· thirds of 
their original size and are legible to the naked eye. All the 113 colour 
plates appear without any reduction in exactly the same sizes as in 
the separate volumes. Rs 600 • 

A Pictorial Guide 
to the Birds 
of the Indian Subcontinent 
sALIM ALl & S. DIllON RIPLEY 

With 106 plates (73 in colo ur) depicting aU the birds 0,' 

JOHN HENRY DICK 
The Piclorial Guide is unique in that it depictS aU the bird species 
found in the Indian Subcontinent arranged liunily· wise on 106 plates 
which follow one another in systematic order and are e'dS)' 10 find. 
The excellent illustrJtions moreover, have the advantage.of 
consistency in quality, all being the· work o f a single artist, the well 
known bird painter John Henry Dick. Rs 120 

(Publlsbedfor the Bombay Natural History SocIety) 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRFSS 
Bombay Delhi Calcutl>! Madr-as 
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With the Best Compliments from 

PARMANAND VIJAYKUMAR 

KARAMSHI DAMJI BUILDING 

M. AZAD ROAD 

BOMBA y 400 008 

Telephone 394368 
• 



The Chartered Bank ... 
Putting its stamp on 60 countries with over 1900 offices. 

,......, 

The Bank that goes further. laster. 

• 

The Chartered Bank 
A member 01 

Standard Chartered Bank Group 
The Chief Manager, India 
Box 1806, 4th Floor, New Excelsior Sldg., 
A.K. Nayak Marg, Bombay 400 001. 



GOA 
PIKALEWADI 

A House is built by hands 
A Home is built by heart 

We build a Home for You 

IT IS A TREAT IN A PEACEFUL RETREAT 

PEOPLE LOVING PEACE AND NATURE CAN ENJOY 

PlKALEWADI 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT: 

TOURIST INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED . 
14, BOMBAY MUTUAL CHAMBERS 

19-21 AMBALAL DOSHI MARG 

BOMBAY 400 023. 

• 

• 

• 
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With the Best Compliments from 

• 

UNION CARBIDE INDIA LIMITED 
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BOMBAY NATURAL HISfORY SOCIEJ'Y 

The Bombay Natural History Society is one of the oldest 
scientific societies in India and has been publishing a journal 
since 1886. which is recognised throughout the world as an autho
ritative source of information on the fauna and flora of this 
su beontinent. 

Our members enjoy: 

I. A four-monthly natural history journal acknowledged to be 
the finest of its kind .in Asia_ 

2. A forum ror discussing and pursuing all aspects of Nature 
Conservation and the Environment. 

3 . A library with many rare books on shikar and natural 
history unavailable elsewhere. which may also be borrowed 
by out ta tion members. 

4 . One of the finest research collections in India on Mammals. 
Birds. Reptiles. Butterflies and other forms of animal life. 
These are available to members for study on the Society's 
premises. 

5. Up-to -date information a nd advice on birdwatching. wild
life photography and fishing; natural history field trips and 
information on possible areas for field trips. 

Tn ~hort. the Society offers a range of activities and interests 
for the scientist. the amateur naturalist. the sportsman. and the 
lover of na ture. Even if you a re none of these the Society deserves 
your support because it is struggling to preserve our natura l heri
tage and to safeguard it for our children. 

Please write for a membership form alld also introduce your 
friellds 10: 

Bombay Natural History Society 
Hornbill House 
Shahid Bhagat Singh Road 
BOMBAY 400023 (INDIA) 
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'., Could the ant 
ever be frivolous? 

Could the lion lie down w it h he lamb? 
Will the serpent lose its sting? 

Will the birds of the air inhabit the oceans? 
Stranger are tr,e w ays of nature. Fish have 

taken feather. And the ape has fathered man. 
All that lives. evolves. Therein lies he final 
teaching of na ural history. And it is only 

when we have taken tnat wlsdo to heart, 
when we live and let live. that we shall real ise 

e whOle realm of w ild possibility. 

Else. we shall perish In a wasteland 
of our own making. 
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